CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held remotely by Zoom Video Conference on Thursday 4 February 2021 at 1900hrs.
Attendance by Zoom were Acting Chairman Cllr Mrs L Doggett, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting,  Mrs S O’ Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson,  CJ Morris, D Meyer,  CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs J Williams and MAT Harbour who missed the meeting because of a mistake in the accuracy of the password for the Zoom meeting.
In Attendance     Mr C Page attended the meeting

Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were received.
Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom Meeting on 7 January 2021 were confirmed. To be signed at a later date.

Matters Arising
NIL
Highways / Playgrounds
Re: A40 Bwlch. The Clerk wrote to the Trunk Road Agency to ask for the request for a footpath from the Footway Parc y Bryn to Glanpant Corner to be resubmitted. An email dated 1st February 2021 was received from the Welsh Government – Transport – Network Management Division in answer to the Council’s request. The email informed the Council that the Welsh Government currently have a scheme to widen the existing footway in Bwlch, and this included a new footway as far as the public right of way. Having received the Council’s letter the Welsh Government will arrange for this to be considered in the design, to ascertain if a footway can be provided within the land available. The Clerk replied to this email and informed the Highways Team Leader that the Council had been requesting the provision of this footpath for over 20 years and had a letter from the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency in March 2011 stating there was no funding for this scheme.
Cllr D Meyer stated that there had been a meeting to discuss flooding issues and an email concerning the Flood Plan for Crickhowell and the surrounding villages had been received from the Civil Contingencies Officer.
The Clerk spoke to the Llangorse Council Clerk and wrote to the Highways Signage Section for their advice. The Signage Section was going to order two signs for the B4560 road. One sign for Cathedine to be erected at the Bwlch end of Cathedine by the first turning out of Bwlch. The Llangorse Councillors selected a location for a sign at the Llangorse side of Cathedine. He also wrote to Mr Page to explain the Council’s decision.
Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting informed the Council that there was a manhole cover balanced on top of a large manhole at the edge of the road leading from the Tretower Court to the A40 and she stated it was unsafe. The Clerk reported it to the Highways Supervisor who visited Tretower but was unable to find the location. The Clerk was going to check and inform him of the exact location.
It was reported that trees by Glasfryn Terrace were obstructing the nearby streetlight. It was also reported that the streetlight by the closed Cwmdu toilets and defibrillator was not working. The Clerk reported both of these problems to the street lighting section at PCC.

Cllr RDH Jackson reported that the 30Mph speed limit signs on the B4560 approach road into Bwlch from Llangorse had been damaged when the hedges were cut. The Clerk is to report this to the Highways Supervisor.
Correspondence

The following emails numbers 1- 7 had been forwarded to the Councillors.
1. Email 11/01/2021 WLGA coronavirus email update 08/01/2021.
2. Email 12/01/2021 CHC – Powys – Third mass vaccination centre to open in Powys.

3. Email 25/01/2021 Powys Teaching Health Board Update for Covid – 19 vaccinations in Powys.

4. Email 26/01/2021 One Voice Wales new variant on the covid vaccine scam email.

5. Email 27/01/2021 WLGA coronavirus email update 26/01/2021.
6. Email 01/02/2021 WLGA coronavirus email update 29/01/2021.

7. Email 01/02/2021 Powys Teaching Health Board Update for Covid – 19 vaccinations in Powys.

N.B. This has a useful section on Households and support bubbles during alert level 4.

8. Email 18/01/2021 Thank you email from the Chair of CRIC for the Council’s donation of £500.00.

9. Email 18/01/2021 Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust with a request to register the Council’s defibrillators to their Control Centre.

10. Email 20/01/2021 UK Web Archive. The National Library of Wales would like to provide public access to archived copies of the Cwmdu and District Community Council website. They require the Council’s permission. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to them with the Council’s permission.
11. Email 22/01/2021 WG through One Voice Wales – A communications guide for Welsh Community & Town Councillors and their Clerks - 36 pages consisting of Communication Choices, Communication online, working with local media etc.
12. Email 22/01/2021 One Voice Wales additional free places on their core modules  - Council as an Employer, Understanding the Law and Local Government Finance. The modules are available as training webinars from December 2020 to March 2022.

13. Email 21/01/2021 One Voice Wales with details from HM Land Registry of a Survey of Community and Town Councils in Wales. The Council is to register all public sector body land by 25/02/2021. The Councillors informed the Clerk that the Village Halls were not owned by the Council and the only public land owned by the Council was the War Memorial, Vedw Wood and the small triangle of land in front of the Bwlch Village Hall.
14. Email 20/01/2021 Powys Teaching Health Board with details of two web forms for anybody over 80 who has not yet had his vaccination or if anybody is unable to attend a mass vaccination centre and would like an alternative.

15. Email 04/02/2021 C & D Civic Society  5 - Councils membership and  C&D Civic Society collation to bring WG and BBNPA to account for their lack of direction / approval of the Co-Op /A40 access.
To be sent to all Councillors.
The Clerk had forwarded several important emails to the Councillors during January  including the latest Government guidance on the coronavirus, 
Planning
1. Planning Application – 20/19287/LBC – 23/11/2020 – “Installation of demountable flood gates to both the front and rear doors of the property.” At Castle Cottage, Tretower. The Clerk read out the letter sent to  BBNPA on 06/12/2020 with the Councils comments. BBNPA Letter 12/01/2021 gave permission for this development.
2. Planning Application – 20/19255/CON – 10/12/2020 – “Application to vary condition 2 pursuant to planning permission 17/15496/FUL (“Erection of a two-storey dwelling”) to reduce the scale of the building” at 1 Coed Y Bryn, Bwlch. A reply was required by 31/12/2020, however the Planning Officer gave an extension to reply by 10/01/2021. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 08/01/2021 with the Council’s comments..
3. Planning Application – 20/18718/FUL – 18/06/2020 – “Change of use to allow use as Class A1 retail use, with ancillary storage at first floor, incorporating alterations to exterior of the building implemented as part of planning permission 17/1504/FUL, with enabling works.” At Crickhowell Conservative Club. Planning Application 20/18780/FUL – 08/07/2020 – difference in window configuration to earlier application. The Clerk wrote on behalf of the Council on 13/07/2020 to object to both of these planning applications and to request that the Council be added to the list of consultees. Planning Application 20/18718/FUL – 05/08/2020 – Amended plans have been received by BBNPA and the application has been re-registered as valid with effect from 22/07/2020. The Clerk resubmitted the Council’s original comments on 15/11/2020. Planning Applications 20/18780/FUL and 20/18718/FUL were submitted on 06/01/2021 with amended details and replies were required by 27/01/2021. The Clerk resubmitted the Council’s original comments to BBNPA on 14/01/2021.
4. Planning Application – 20/19190/FUL – 08/01/2021 – “Demolition of existing Woolaway bungalow and construction of replacement 3 bedroom 2 storey dwelling.” At Riverside, Felindre, Cwmdu. A reply was required by 29/01/2021, however the Planning Officer gave the Council an extension to reply by 05/02/2021. The Clerk is to reply with the Council’s comments to BBNPA by 05/02/2021.
5. Planning Aid Wales Training – “Planning from Start to Finish” – an Online Training course designed for Councils in Wales. Full access to this course for up to 20 members of a single Council costs £150.00. All Councillors can access and watch the course again and again for the whole year. Planning Aid Wales required all Councillors email addresses before the start of the online course. They also asked for Councillors first names. The Councillors have to sign up to the GDPR data – agreement with Planning Aid Wales and Cllr Mrs S O’Brien is to be the group administrator.
Accounts
1. The Clerk put out to tender the cost of a Council Laptop and received the following estimates:-
Lenovo V15 ADA 15.6” Laptop – Ryzen 3 “.6 GHz CPU, 8GB RAM - £497.99

HP 255 G7 15.6”Laptop, AMD Ryzen 5 3500U Quad Core, 16 GB RAM - £749.00
HP 15s-eq0032na 15.6” Laptop-blue-80146-251.aspx - £499.00

HP 14”FHD Intel 15 4 GB 256 GB storage - £544.00

The Councillors proposed to purchase the HP 14” FHD Intel 15.4 GB 256 GB Storage Laptop from the Vision Computer Centre in Abergavenny.

Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and Seconded by Cllr Mrs S O’Brien.  Carried.

2. Vision Computer Centre - £544.00

3. Tindle Newspapers two adverts - £426.24 

Proposed by Cllr D Meyer and seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried.

4. The Clerk has paid the monthly payments of £14.39 for December and January 2021 for the Zoom account.
5. Bank Balance - £13069.03 – Council - £7801.39  The War Memorial Restoration Fund stands at £5267.64.
The Clerk made arrangements with Cllrs RDH Jackson and Mrs HG Sweeting to get the cheque book signed.
Playing Fields and Allotments 

Various points concerned with the playing fields are to be dealt with after the lockdown has been eased.
Council Website
The website manager emailed the Council with his report on carrying out the work necessary to comply with the website accessibility regulations. The Councillors accepted his report and the Clerk emailed the website manager and asked him to go ahead with the necessary work. 
Clerk’s Resignation
The Clerk posted adverts for a replacement Clerk in the following places: The Three Village Notice Boards, The other Five Councils Minutes / Notice Boards, The Grapevine Newsletter, Llangorse Council Notice Board, Brecon & Radnor Express and the Abergavenny Chronicle. 
The Councillors had approved the purchase of a laptop computer for the Council from the Vision Computer Centre in Abergavenny. 
The Councillors decided that the planning meeting that was booked for Thursday 18th February 2021 should be used to discuss the situation regarding the replacement clerk’s vacancy and any applicants who have applied.  
Meeting Closed at 2025 Hrs.

