CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held remotely by Zoom Video Conference on Thursday 3 December 2020 at 1900hrs.
Attendance by Zoom were Chairman Cllr J Williams, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs L Doggett, Mrs S O’ Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson,  D Meyer, MAT Harbour, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were no apologies. 
In Attendance  Mr and Mrs C Page.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. Cllr D Meyer declared an interest in item 7 under planning on the agenda.

Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom Meeting on 5 November 2020 were confirmed. To be signed at a later date.

Matters Arising
Email 27th Mr Robert Paiser and Ms Angela Streetly through Mrs Kirsty Williams MS with a proposal for a Welcome to Bwlch Planter / Item to create a more welcoming approach to Bwlch. The Clerk wrote and asked for more details.

Highways / Playgrounds
Re: A40 Bwlch. The Clerk wrote to the Trunk Road Agency to ask for the request for a footpath from the Footway Parc y Bryn to Glanpant Corner to be resubmitted.
The Clerk wrote  to the Area Manager, Highways department about the lane running uphill from Llwynamawr Farm towards Ty Gwelt and Cilfaenor. Gullies are getting blocked all the time by the amount of debris which runs down the road from Mr Gould’s wood store entrance. Cllr Mrs K Silk reported that the Highways Area Manager had visited the site and a trench had been dug by Mr Gould which should take away the water and hopefully solve the problem.
Cllr RDH Jackson requested that a seat be placed on the route from Bwlch to Tretower at “Pole Ten” which is a high point on the walk. The Clerk is to write to the Highways Department for advice  about obtaining a seat and a site to place it.

Correspondence

The following emails / letters numbers 1-3 had been forwarded to the Councillors.
1. Email 13th November 2020 One Voice Wales – Guidance for Community Centres re-opening in Wales. 
Sent to all Councillors and Village Hall committees on 16th November 2020.

2. Email 23rd November 2020 Planning Aid Wales Training letter sent to all Councillors on 27th November 2020. To be an Agenda item under planning.

3. Email 6th November 2020 One Voice Wales Repair and Reuse Fund forwarded by Crickhowell Town Council with a comment that it could be a Five Councils Project. Sent to all Councillors on 28th November 2020. 
4. Email 1st December 2020 One Voice Wales WLGA coronavirus email update 30/11/2020. To be sent to all Councillors.

5. Email 27th November 2020 Crickhowell Town Council with information that there are 5 vacancies on the  Town Council and also a mention of a possible Five Councils Meeting after March 2021.
6. Email 30th November 2020 One Voice Wales WG Elections Newsletter November 2020.

7. Email 30th November 2020 Fire Service Headquarters Draft Corporate Plan 2021-2026.

8. Email 2nd December 2020 One Voice Wales – Natural England Countryside Code Review – deadline 15th December 2020. To be sent to all Councillors.
9. Email 3rd December 2020 Police and Crime Commissioner notice about Fraud Warnings to local Councillors and the public.

10. Email 5th November 2020 Charity Commission Newsletter. To be shared with the Charity’s Trustees – all Councillors. To be sent to all Councillors.
The Clerk had forwarded several important emails to the Councillors during October including the latest Government guidance on the coronavirus, 
Planning
1. Planning Application – 20/18718/FUL – 18/06/2020 – “Change of use to allow use as Class A1 retail use, with ancillary storage at first floor, incorporating alterations to exterior of the building implemented as part of planning permission 17/1504/FUL, with enabling works.” At Crickhowell Conservative Club. Planning Application 20/18780/FUL – 08/07/2020 – difference in window configuration to earlier application. The Clerk wrote on behalf of the Council on 13/07/2020 to object to both of these planning applications and to request that the Council be added to the list of consultees. Planning Application 20/18718/FUL – 05/08/2020 – Amended plans have been received by BBNPA and the application has been re-registered as valid with effect from 22/07/2020. The Clerk tried to go online to find out what progress had been made in determining this application, however the National Park had had a cyber incident and records could not be downloaded. BBNPA email with the planning application 20/18718/FUL resubmitted dated 03/11/2020. The cyber incident in September meant that all previous comments had to be resubmitted by 24/11/2020. The Clerk resubmitted the Council’s original comments on 15/11/2020.
2. Planning Application – 20/19026/FUL – 07/09/2020 – “Erection of a garden room, infill extension and associated works.” at Pont Gaer, Cwmdu. A reply was required by 28/09/2020; however the Planning Officer gave the Council an extension to reply by email on 02/10/2020. The Council was unable to comment on this application as it was not able to look on the website to download the plans. BBNPA email with the planning application resubmitted dated 30/10/2020, however some of the Councillors were unable to download the plans and Cllr Mrs S O’Brien was going to send the plans out by email for the other Councillors to look at and therefore comment on. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 16/11/2020 with the Council’s comments. BBNPA letter 30/11/2020 gave permission for this development.
3. Planning Application – 19/18164/FUL – 03/11/2020 – “Retrospective application for retention of ground re-profiling works and retaining structures, the addition of a porch and the re-construction of the former store as an ancillary outbuilding and associated works.” At Fedw Cottage and surrounding Land, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 16/11/2020 with the Council’s comments..

4. Planning Application – 20/19073/LBC – 28/10/2020 – “to replace the existing rusted and leaking corrugated tin roof panels with new tin panels of the same profile. The roof is on the old Threshing barn at Middle Gaer Farm and the water ingress has caused damage to the timber structure of the roof and barn.” At Middle Gaer, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 15/11/2020 with the Council’s comments.
5. Planning Application – 20/19129/FUL – 12/11/2020 – “Proposed detached garage with annex over to be used only for accommodation incidental to the main dwelling house.” At The Vine, Bwlch. A reply was required by 03/12/2020, however the Planning Officer gave the Council an extension and the Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Councils comments by 05/12/2020.
6. Planning Application – 20/19286/LBC – 23/11/2020 – “Construction of a demountable flood gate to the front entrance of the property.” At Zoar House, Tretower. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Councils comments by 14/12/2020.

7. Planning Application – 20/19287/LBC – 23/11/2020 – “Installation of demountable flood gates to both the front and rear doors of the property.” At Castle Cottage, Tretower. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Councils comments by 14/12/2020.
8. Email 1st December 2020 from Mr Ian Brooks concerning his planning application to make the best use of the Cwmdu toilets. Original planning application 20/18563/FUL – 29/07/2020 – “Change of use of former public toilets to form a wellbeing centre along with a public toilet element and the construction of a first floor extension” This application was withdrawn on 10/08/2020. The Clerk is to write to Mr Ian Brooks and inform him that the Councillors were against losing any part of the play park to provide parking spaces.
9. Planning Aid Wales Training – “Planning from Start to Finish” – an Online Training course designed for Councils in Wales. Full access to this course for up to 20 members of a single Council costs £150.00. All Councillors can access and watch the course again and again for the whole year. 
It is proposed that the Council pay for this course for the benefit of all Councillors.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs S O’Brien and seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson.  Carried.

Accounts
1. R Doak Zoom Monthly payments 14.39 / 7 - £100.73 (VAT- 16.80)
Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and Seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting. Carried.

2. The Council is to submit its precept request for 2021-22 in January 2021. The Clerk recommends that the precept for 2021-22 remains the same as for 2020-21 - £12000.00
Proposed that the precept for 2021-22 is £12000.00

Proposed by Cllr FJ Morgan and seconded by Cllr MAT Harbour.  Carried

3. Welsh Government Letter dated 26th November 2020 gives the Appropriate Sum Under Section 137(4) (A) of the Local Government Act 1972 – Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2021-22. The Maximum sum for 2021-22 is £8.41 per elector = £6854.15. 

4. Bank Balance - £11485.77 – Council - £6218.13  The War Memorial Restoration Fund stands at £5267.64.
Playing Fields and Allotments 

Potholes. The access road to the Art School is full of potholes, which need repairing badly. The Clerk spoke to the contractor recommended by the Highways Supervisor and he said he would check out the potholes and get back to the Clerk. The Contractor’s prices are as follows – Patching the holes 40 sq m £25 sq m = £1000. Overlay 60mm 75 m = £1300. The Clerk spoke to the Art School rep about this and they replied that they weren’t bothered about the potholes. He also stated that the contractor was causing damage with the truck and lawn mowers. The Clerk is to speak to the contractor about this and also speak to another contractor about the potholes.
Cllr Mrs JE Block brought up several points about the playing fields by the Closed Cwmdu School which are rented by the Community Council for the benefit of the residents of the council area.

1. The gate leading from the playing fields into the caravan park is unlocked and needs to be secured. The Clerk is to provide a lock and secure the gate.
2. An ash tree by the back fence has got ash dieback and needs pruning. The Clerk informed the contractor who will prune the tree after liaising with the Clerk for a price.
Council Website
The website manager had been requested to carry out the work required to bring the Council’s website up to the required standard. He had started his investigation and was going to produce a report for the Council explaining what required. The Clerk had not heard from the website manager and he emailed him to ask for a progress report. The website manager was going to give his report in time for this meeting but the Clerk had not received it yet and he would get in touch with him soonest. The Clerk emailed him again and informed him of the date of this meeting but has not had a reply yet.
Clerk’s Resignation
The Clerk had drafted a specimen advert for the position and once it had been agreed should be posted in the local newspapers in January and also the Grapevine.

Meeting Dates for 2021 were to be sent to all Councillors and the Three Village Hall Committees.
The Councillors mentioned that the Remembrance Sunday and 11th November Wreath ceremonies were very well organised safely due to the restrictions caused by Covid -19.

Meeting Closed at 1959 Hrs.

