CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held remotely by Zoom Video Conference on Thursday 5 November 2020 at 1900hrs.
Attendance by Zoom were Chairman Cllr J Williams, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs L Doggett, Mrs S O’ Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, CJ Morris, D Meyer, MAT Harbour, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were no apologies. 
In Attendance  Mr and Mrs C Page.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were received.
Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom Meeting on 1 October 2020 were confirmed. To be signed at a later date.

Matters Arising
Email 29th September 2020 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Annual Report for 2021 / 22. The Clerk printed out the section referring to Town and Community Councils and brought it forward for this  Meeting. The Draft Annual Report will be brought before the Council at their Annual Meeting in May to decide on what payments are to be agreed. Determination 42 is the payment of £150 to each member unless the member informs the Clerk in writing that he / she declines the payment. This was agreed at the Annual Meeting on 15th June 2020, however it was a Zoom meeting and the forms were not completed by the Councillors. The Clerk will attach a form to be completed the next time he sent the minutes out to the Councillors.
Highways / Playgrounds
Email Cllr RDH Jackson 1st November 2020 informed the Council that he had spoken to two men who were surveying the A40 at the West end of Bwlch. The Surveyors were dealing with drainage matters, however he asked about the possibility of having a footpath installed along the 150 metres from the end of the village up to the turning in at Glanpant. The Clerk had brought the file with many letters about the Council’s request for a footpath dating from 1987 – 2011. The latest letter had been a letter from the Trunk Road Agency dated 25th March 2011 informing the Council that the bid for funding this scheme had not been successful.
Re: A40 Bwlch. The Clerk was asked to write to the Trunk Road Agency to ask for the request for a footpath from the Footway Parc y Bryn to Glanpant Corner to be resubmitted.
Potholes. The access road to the Art School is full of potholes, which need repairing badly. The Clerk spoke to the contractor recommended by the Highways Supervisor and he said he would check out the potholes and get back to the Clerk.

The Clerk had been informed that the bridleway from Lower Gaer to Lower Mill needed clearing as it was very overgrown. The Clerk informed the Area Warden who informed the council that he would have machinery there to clear it on 9th November 2020.
Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting reported that the footpath known as Green Lane from Felindre was flooded and needed clearing. This had been reported to the Rights of Way Officer in 2018 and he informed the Council that he was going to arrange for a team of volunteers to clear away the broken slabs which were blocking the path and altering the flow of the stream.
Cllr Mrs SO’ Brien reported that the road which runs from Felindre past Llwynaumawr Farm and on to Cilfaenor has got progressively worse over the last couple of years both in the state of the road and the amount of water flowing down the road in wet periods. The road goes on to Penyrheol, two properties at Ty Gwelt as well as a stable used as a store for a firewood business. There is a gully by the stable which gets blocked up by the owner of the stable to avoid the stable getting damp, however this causes problems lower down the lane, breaking up the road surface, blocking other gullies and diverting water to the opposite side of the road. The Council cleared the gullies but left a great deal of mud and stone in the road which needs to be cleared and taken away. The Clerk is to write to the Highways department about this problem.
Cllr RDH Jackson requested that a seat be placed on the route from Bwlch to Tretower at “Pole Ten” which is a high point on the walk. The Clerk is to write to Highways to make enquiries about obtaining a seat and a site to place it.

Correspondence

The following emails / letters numbers 1-3 had been forwarded to the Councillors.
1. Email 27th October 2020 Powys Teaching Health Board – Forthcoming changes to Nevill Hall Hospital. 

N.B. An information booklet will be delivered to all households across South and Mid Powys from the beginning of November.

2. Email 27th October 2020 One Voice Wales – Remote Meetings Survey Report.

3. Email 27th Mr Robert Paiser and Ms Angela Streetly through Mrs Kirsty Williams MS with a proposal for a Welcome to Bwlch Planter / Item to create a more welcoming approach to Bwlch. The Clerk is to write and ask for more details.
4. Letter 16th October 2020 from Cerebral Palsy Cymru (Formerly Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales) asking for a donation. Not approved.
5. Email 28th October 2020 One Voice Wales – remote training sessions in November. Forward to Councillors.
6. Email 29th October 2020 BBNPA community update – 12 pages.

7. Email 29th October 2020 One Voice Wales – WG Electoral Newsletter – October.

8. Email 30th October 2020 Planning Aid Wales – planning for communities, preparation of Strategic Development Plans across Wales, other planning news from Minister for Housing and Local Government, Julie James.

9. Email 2nd November 2020 Powys Teaching Health Board with notice of two vacancies to join the Board as Independent Members.

10. Email 2nd November 2020 One Voice Wales with information about Starleaf Video Conferencing.
11. Email 5th November 2020 Crickhowell Assemblies – invitation to join two Crickhowell on line Assemblies about flooding – 18th November and Covid 19 – 2nd December 2020.

12. Email 2nd November 2020 Powys County Council Rural Development Plan – call for expression of interest for broadband support and advice. Forward to Councillors. 

The Clerk had forwarded several important emails to the Councillors during October including the latest Government guidance on the coronavirus, 
Planning
1. Planning Application – 20/18718/FUL – 18/06/2020 – “Change of use to allow use as Class A1 retail use, with ancillary storage at first floor, incorporating alterations to exterior of the building implemented as part of planning permission 17/1504/FUL, with enabling works.” At Crickhowell Conservative Club. Planning Application 20/18780/FUL – 08/07/2020 – difference in window configuration to earlier application. The Clerk wrote on behalf of the Council on 13/07/2020 to object to both of these planning applications and to request that the Council be added to the list of consultees. Planning Application 20/18718/FUL – 05/08/2020 – Amended plans have been received by BBNPA and the application has been re-registered as valid with effect from 22/07/2020. The Clerk tried to go online to find out what progress had been made in determining this application, however the National Park had had a cyber incident and records could not be downloaded. BBNPA email with the planning application 20/18718/FUL resubmitted dated 03/11/2020. The cyber incident in September meant that all previous comments had to be resubmitted by 24/11/2020. The Clerk is to resubmit the Council’s original comments by 24/11/2020.
2. Planning Application – 20/19026/FUL – 07/09/2020 – “Erection of a garden room, infill extension and associated works.” at Pont Gaer, Cwmdu. A reply was required by 28/09/2020; however the Planning Officer gave the Council an extension to reply by email on 02/10/2020. The Council was unable to comment on this application as it was not able to look on the website to download the plans. BBNPA email with the planning application resubmitted dated 30/10/2020, however some of the Councillors were unable to download the plans and Cllr Mrs S O’Brien was going to send the plans out by email for the other Councillors to look at and therefore comment on. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Council’s comments by 20/11/2020.

3. Planning Application – 19/18164/FUL – 03/11/2020 – “Retrospective application for retention of ground re-profiling works and retaining structures, the addition of a porch and the re-construction of the former store as an ancillary outbuilding and associated works.” At Fedw Cottage and surrounding Land, Cwmdu. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Council’s comments by 24/11/2020.

4. Planning Application – 20/19073/LBC – 28/10/2020 – “to replace the existing rusted and leaking corrugated tin roof panels with new tin panels of the same profile. The roof is on the old Threshing barn at Middle Gaer Farm and the water ingress has caused damage to the timber structure of the roof and barn.” At Middle Gaer, Cwmdu. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Council’s comments by 18/11/2020.
Accounts
1. Steve Morris Grass Cutting Playing Fields - £936.00 (VAT £156)

2. RBL Poppy Appeal Two Wreaths - £38.50

Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and Seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting.  Carried.

3. Council Audit. The Auditor General for Wales issued Cwmdu and District Community Council an unqualified audit report and enclosed the completed Annual Return dated 20th October 2020. The Clerk completed the Notice of Conclusion of Audit and posted it on the Council Website. When the Covid 19 restrictions allow the Clerk will post the Notice in the Village Notice Boards. The Auditors noted that Box 13 on the Accounting Statement, total borrowings was left unanswered for 2018/19 and 2019/20 on the Annual Return. These boxes should both read Nil and in future the Council should ensure the Annual Return is completed in full prior to the submission to the External Auditors.

4. Zoom payments are £14.39 monthly for May to October 2020 so far, a total of £86.34. Bills are expected for  November / December. Clerk to be paid in December £100.73. To be discontinued when the meetings are going to be held in the village halls again.

5. Bank Balance - £11586.50 – Council - £6318.86  The War Memorial Restoration Fund stands at £5267.64.
Playing Fields and Allotments 

Cllr Mrs JE Block brought up several points about the playing fields by the Closed Cwmdu School which are rented by the Community Council for the benefit of the residents of the council area.

1. The gate leading from the playing fields into the caravan park is unlocked and needs to be secured.
2. An ash tree by the back fence has got ash dieback and needs pruning.
3. The fence / hedge between the school garden and the playing fields is not effective enough as a barrier since it had been cut down to a metre high. 
4. The Clerk is to write to Mrs Farr concerning access to the playing fields through the gate from the caravan park.
Council Website
The website manager had been requested to carry out the work required to bring the Council’s website up to the required standard. He had started his investigation and was going to produce a report for the Council explaining what required. The Clerk had not heard from the website manager and he emailed him to ask for a progress report. The website manager was going to give his report in time for this meeting but the Clerk had not received it yet and he would get in touch with him soonest.
Clerk’s Resignation
The Clerk had drafted a specimen advert for the position and once it had been agreed should be posted in the local newspapers in January and also the Grapevine.

Wreaths for Chairman and Bwlch to be delivered by the Clerk on Friday 6 November 2020 at 1200hrs to Cllr RDH Jackson, collect copies of the Grapevine to be delivered to Cllrs Mrs JE Block and Mrs HG Sweeting and also get the cheques signed by Cllrs RDH Jackson and Mrs HG Sweeting.

Meeting Closed at 2025Hrs.

