CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 7 November 2019 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr J Williams, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs L Doggett, Mrs S O’Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, CJ Morris, MAT Harbour, Cllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There was an  apology from Cllr D Meyer.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were received.
Minutes of the meeting held at the Bwlch Village Hall on 3rd October 2019 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising
1. Five Councils Liaison Meeting. The next meeting should be hosted by Crickhowell Town Council, however no details have been published by Crickhowell Town Council.     
2. Letter 25th September 2019 Cwmdu Village Hall Secretary with a query about the Council’s role on the Village Hall Committee. The Clerk replied and asked for the Council to be kept informed about Village Hall major events but there was no need to be represented on the committee.
Highways / Playgrounds
Representatives from the WG, Trunk Road Agency and PCC Highways had a meeting in Tretower on 26th September 2019 to look at the issues about the A479 which concerned the Tretower Residents. The Clerk wrote on behalf of the Council to support the recommendations in the report that was presented to the WG. He also wrote about the dangers of emerging from the little lane to the left as you leave Tretower towards Crickhowell especially as the speed limit had reverted back to 60 mph by then.
There were several areas in the Council area which needed maintenance and which had been reported to the Highways Department. The Clerk checked the Council area and  reported the following problems:

Cwmdu. The road from the Church to the campsite needed the hedges cut and the cuttings collected as the road was getting narrower. The pavement from the closed toilets to the junction by Felindre needed the hedge cuttings collected.

Bwlch. The bus stop opposite the village hall was very dirty and needed cleaning. The Glasfryn Terrace Playground was covered in mole hills and the ferns behind the houses needed cutting back. The footpath from the bus stop to the gate shop had a high wall which looked as if it was going to collapse in places and there were many brambles growing over the wall. The priority sign by Cefn Moel Close had been obscured by hedges and the Bwlch Councillors stated that the hedges had not been cut sufficiently to see the sign clearly so the Clerk was going to check again.
Tretower. The sign for Tretower Court in the layby as you drive into Tretower from Crickhowell is completely obscured by an overgrown Hazel Tree in the field before the layby. Visitors to Tretower Court are stopping in the layby and walking into the road to look at the sign which is  dangerous. It was reported that the warning sign to deter HGVs from driving up Chapel Lane by the Zoar Chapel needed replacing.
Correspondence

1. Email 30th October 2019 from the new Crickhowell Town Council clerk to introduce himself.
2. Email 31st October 2019 from Wales Audit Office with details of a webinar – “Internal Audit Arrangements for Town and Community Councils in Wales.”

3. Email 23rd October 2019 from Dyfed – Powys Police urging members of the public to remain vigilant in rural locations. The contact for Brecon Neighbourhood Team is – BreconNPT@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk
4. Letter 10th October 2019 Treasurer Cwmdu Eisteddfod with thanks for the Council’s donation.

5. Email from Powys Dyslexia Support Group asking for a financial contribution. Not approved. 
6. Email 1st November 2019 CSEG with a revised management plan for Fedw Wood. Sent to all Councillors and put on the agenda for Council approval.

7. Email 7th November 2019 from the Allotment Society with revised plans for the water supply to be approved by the Council. Sent to all Councillors.
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails received from 27th August  – 31st October 2019 for the 7th November 2019 meeting for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
1. Planning Application 19/17804/FUL – 17/09/2019 – “Conversion of an existing ancillary domestic barn into a self –contained holiday let.” At Ty Mawr, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the reply sent to BBNPA online with the Council’s comments on 06/10/2019.
2.  Planning Application 19/17926/FUL – 23/10/2019 – “Construction of a new open fronted pole (timber) machinery and firewood shed with a monopitch roof.” At Cilfaenor, Ty Gwelt, Cwmdu. The Clerk was to reply with the Council’s comments by 13/11/2019.
Accounts
1. Steve Morris Grass Cutting Contract - £ 960.00  (VAT - £160.00) -  £960.00

2. The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – 2 wreaths - £34.00
Proposed by Cllr FJ Morgan and Seconded by Cllr Mrs S O’Brien. Carried
3. Precept for 2020 -21. The Clerk recommended the Precept for 2020 - 21 should remain at £12000 which should cover the Council’s expenses and also cover the election expenses for the General Election on 12 December 2019. 
Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and Seconded by Cllr FJ Morgan. Carried.
4. The Clerk had drafted a letter to the bank for two Councillors to sign as authorised signatories to enable the Clerk to obtain information from the bank about the Council account and to be able to add / delete Councillors as authorised signatories from the account when necessary. The Clerk went to Nat West in Abergavenny to get the necessary forms but was informed that all amendments to the signatories had to be done online on the bank’s website.
5.  Bank Balance - £8986.94 – Council - £3719.30  The War Memorial Restoration Fund stands at £5267.64. 
Playing Fields and Allotments 

Water Proposal for Allotments
Email 7th November 2019 from Mr Roger Lindsay with his reply to PCC with new proposals for the water supply for the allotments. He stated that the allotment society were very unhappy with the proposal from the Farm Estates Manager and had produced an alternative plan which he forwarded to the Council for their approval. The Clerk forwarded the email with plan to the Councillors to review before the meeting and took some copies of the email and plan to the meeting.
It is proposed that the Council approve the revised plan for the water supply for the allotments and that the Clerk should send it to PCC 

Proposed by Cllr Mrs L Doggett and Seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting. Carried.
The Council has been advised that there was a rent review in April as the agreement had been in existence for five years and the rent had gone up to £55.00 for the playing fields and £195 for the allotments. The Council had paid £50 for the playing fields and there was now a balance of £200 which the Council paid on 3rd October 2019. The Clerk informed the allotment society that they needed to pay the rent of £195.
Place Plans / Village Design Statement.

Place Plans and Village Design Statements were discussed at the LDP2 training session held in the Brecon Town Hall on Monday 5th August 2019 which the Clerk and Cllrs Mrs L Doggett and Mrs S O’Brien attended. The Clerk asked the Principal Planning Officer for more information about the Place Plans and Design Statements and received a very comprehensive email with various briefs about them. The Clerk forwarded the email to all Councillors and put this item on the agenda. The Councillors’ decided that this item should be brought forwarded and discussed by the full Council. The Councillors agreed that this was a big commitment which needed action by all of the villages if the Village Statements were to go ahead and assistance would be requested from BBNPA Planning Officers. 
Fedw Wood Revised Management Plan
The CSEG have produced a revised management plan for Fedw Wood. The Clerk sent copies of the revised plan to all Councillors for their approval and this needed to be agreed by the Council.

It is proposed that the Council approve the revised management plan for Fewd Wood. It was also proposed that the Clerk write to the CSEG Committee and express the Council’s appreciation of their efforts in managing Fedw Wood.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs JE Block and Seconded by Cllr J Williams. Carried.

Meeting Closed at 1955 Hrs.
