CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Tretower Village Hall on 6 June 2019 at 2000hrs.
Present were Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs S O’Brien, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs L Doggett, FJ Morgan, CJ Morris, Cllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs RDH Jackson, J Williams and D Meyer.
Co-Option for Councillor to fill the vacancy for the Bwlch Ward

Notices to co-opt a Community Councillor had been posted in the village notice boards since June 2018. Mr Martin Harbour attended the meeting for the purpose of volunteering to be a Community Councillor for Bwlch. He was proposed by Cllr FJ Morgan and elected unanimously to be co-opted as the Councillor for the Bwlch Ward of the Cwmdu and District Community Council. Cllr M Harbour signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Clerk was to write and inform the Elections Officer and bring a welcome pack of useful information for Cllr M Harbour for the next meeting.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were received.
Minutes of the Annual and Monthly meetings held at the Cwmdu Village Hall on 2nd May 2019 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising
A. Annual Meeting.
1. Council’s Financial Report. The notice to inform the Electors of their rights was posted in the village notice boards on 8th May 2019. Photographs of the notices were taken and sent to the External Auditor with the Annual Return and supporting documents on 23rd May 2019. 

2. Cwmdu Almshouses. A replacement trustee was needed to replace Mr Ken Francis and at a meeting of the Trustees on 15th May 2019 it was suggested that Cllr CJ Morris would be an ideal replacement and the Community Council was asked to confirm his appointment.
It is proposed that Cllr CJ Morris be appointed as Trustee for the Cwmdu Almshouses.

Proposed by Cllr FJ Morgan and Seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block.  Carried.

The Clerk is to write and inform the secretary of the Almshouses.

3. Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales. The Clerk had prepared copies of the proforma for all Councillors so that they could claim the £150 for Members Expenses or decline the payment in writing as instructed in the IRPW’s determination number 40. He handed copies of the proforma out to the Councillors.
B. Monthly Meeting.

1. Five Councils Liaison Meeting 20th March 2019. The next meeting will be hosted by Crickhowell Town Council on 11th July 2019 and a main item on the agenda will be the LDP. Agenda items will be required.
2. Tree Strategy.  The new trees and shrubs had been delivered and they had all been planted in various locations in the Community Council area. 
3.. Meeting with Police and Crime Commissioner. An email report from Crickhowell and District Civic Society dated 31st May 2019 was to be forwarded to all Councillors.
4. May 2019 issue of the Clerks & Councils Direct contained legal advice for Councillors by an expert in local council law. The Clerk handed out photocopies of the legal advice for the Councillors,
New Community Council Website
The Clerk was given instructions on how to upload Minutes on to the website, however he had to ask Mr S Caddick to upload the notice for Electors to satisfy the audit requirements. The Clerk has now had a website manual consisting of 10 pages of instructions on how to manage the new Council website.
The Clerk is to write to CRIC to stop the Council website information and install a link to the new website.

The Council website is – https://cwmducouncil.org 
Highways / Playgrounds
Drainage Scheme for the A479 at Tretower.. An email from the Community Liaison Officer informed the Clerk that a letter drop would be posted to all residents informing them that the road in Tretower would be closed from Monday 3rd June to Friday 28th June 2019. The road would be opened each weekend and access for residents would be maintained.
Damaged Footpath. An email from the Rights of Way Officer  informed the Council and Mrs J Nicholls that he had asked the Warden for an update on the repairs and would let us know when he has an answer.
There were several areas in Cwmdu which needed maintenance. The road from the Cwmdu church to the caravan site has been reported many times as the hedge cuttings are never picked up and as a result the road is getting narrower.  The pavement from the Farmers Arms to the junction past the closed Cwmdu School is impassable because the hedge cuttings are never picked up. These points were reported again to the Highways Supervisor. The Clerk is to report these points to the new highways supervisor.
Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the signs for “No Dogs” had been removed from the Council playpark behind the closed toilets in Cwmdu. The Clerk wrote to the Highways Department to get the signs replaced. A reply from the Countryside and Outdoor Recreation Officer stated he would replace the signs. The Clerk was to check and write again if necessary.
Cllr Mrs L Doggett reported the following points – a requirement for more bins and an increase in dog fouling. 

Llangynidr Bridge. A letter to the Powys Highways about the Llangynidr Bridge was drafted by Cllr RDH Jackson. The Clerk is to send the letter to the Director of the Highways Department, PCC with a copy to Llangynidr Community Council.
It was reported that ferns were very overgrown in the Glasfryn Terrace playground and were growing into the backs of the gardens of the houses backing onto the playground.

Correspondence

1. Letter 14th May 2019 Chair Pretty Pins Leg Club thanking the Council for its donation.
2. Emails 22nd May & 6th June 2019 Cllr Mrs K Silk concerning Cwmrhos Chapel. The Chapel has been sold for residential use and there is a 6 month period during which time the purchaser has to prove that there is no demand for it as a place of worship or community use before a change of use can be applied for.
3. Email 4th June 2019 One Voice Wales with information about Basic On Line Learning Modules with the following subject areas – Code of Conduct, Council as an Employer, Diversity and Inclusion, Health & Safety, Induction, Local Government Finance and Understanding the Law. The modules can be accessed at the following link – http://www.onevoicewales.org.uk/OVWWeb/basic_online_training-7451.aspx 

To be forwarded to all Councillors.
4. Email 20th May 2019 OVW with an online survey about a model informal resolution protocol and the use of the protocol by member councils. The survey is on the following link – https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZJW3SYR 

5. Email 6th June 2019 OVW with the launch of the national conversation “Our Future Wales” There are four events across Wales to collect local stories and experiences.
6. Email 6th June 2019 Wales Audit Office with details of a webinar to discuss Internal Audit Arrangements at Town and Community Councils in Wales on Tuesday 2nd July 2019.

7. Email 16th May 2019 OVW with details of a Joint One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales Network Event / Conference – The Role of Community Plans and Place Plans.

The Clerk was going to look at other Council’s websites to see examples of Community & Place Plans
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails received from 24th April – 28th May 2019 for the 6th June 2019 meeting for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
1. There was a planning application listed in the BBNPA weekly register for Neuadd Fach dated 5th March 2019 and the Clerk stated he had not received an application for this for consultation. He had looked back in the records but there was no mention of this application.
2. Vedw Wood. It was reported that fencing in the Vedw Wood area, on the right hand side driving uphill,  was in a dangerous state. Enquiries needed to be made to CSEG to see if they knew anything about coppicing in this area that could have affected it. Cllr Mrs S O’Brien stated that she would report it to them. An email from Cllr Mrs S O’Brien dated 1st June 2019 with a report on the state of the road edge near Vedw Wood was forwarded to all Councillors for their information. An email from Cllr RDH Jackson dated 2nd June 2019  confirmed that the wood below the road was also the responsibility of the Community Council. The state of the road and footpath was to be reported to the Rights of Way Officer.
The Clerk brought some correspondence to the meeting to confirm that the wood above and below the road was the responsibility of the Community Council. He is holding title deeds to the larger part of the wood but the Land Registry would not register the lower part of the wood because of difficulties with access. The whole of the wood is registered with the Charities Commission and all Councillors are listed as Trustees. The Clerk has to send an annual return to the Charities Commission.

Accounts
1. Bwlch Village Hall       - £600.00
2. Cwmdu Village Hall    - £600.00

3. Tretower Village Hall  - £600.00

4. Powys County Council Rent for Playing Fields - £50.00

5. Mr Steve Morris Tree / Hedge Cutting - £360.00

6. Mr SD Caddick Council Website set up costs - £551.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and Seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block.   Carried
7. The first instalment of the Council’s precept of £4000.00 was paid into the bank on 30/04/2019.

8. Bank Balance  -  £10364.01  –  Council - £5820.17  The War Memorial Restoration Fund stands at £4543.84. 
Playing Fields and Allotments
Cllr Mrs JE Block was concerned about the delay in refelting the roof to the outdoor shelter in the playing fields. The Clerk checked with the contractor who had promised to refelt the roof within 4 weeks, however it was now 10 weeks since that promise and the Councillors decided to get other quotes. Cllr Mrs JE Block had a quote for £350.00 to refelt the roof and the contractor was given the go – ahead. The Council was to confirm this proposal. 
It is proposed that a new contractor should be given the contract to refelt the outdoor shelter roof for £350.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs JE Block and seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting.  Carried. 

Cllr MAT Harbour asked if the Council used a Construction Phase Plan (CPP) for any work carried out by contractors employed by the Community Council. The Clerk is to look into this.

The Clerk is to write and cancel the previous contract for £600 because of the price and long delay.
Water Proposal for Allotments
Cllr Mrs K Silk discussed a scheme with PCC Highways regarding a persistent drip which has caused potholes on the lane leading to the campsite in Cwmdu. They have agreed to put a drainage pipe under the lane to harness the drip and take it into the field below where it is proposed to collect the water and pipe it across the top of the field to the allotments. This was discussed with Mr Roger Lindsay who has put forward a proposal with a plan which if approved would do away with the need to sink an additional borehole.
This scheme will need the approval of PCC‘s property department as the Council are the tenants on behalf of the allotment society.

It is proposed that the Clerk write to the PCC Property Department to get approval to go ahead with the proposed scheme to provide a water supply to the allotments.

Proposed by Cllr CJ Morris and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Doggett.  Carried.

Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting informed the Council there was to be an allotment society meeting in the outdoor classroom on Monday 17th June 2019. 
Bwlch War Memorial
There were no items of interest to report concerning the Bwlch War Memorial, however, Cllr FJ Morgan stated that this Council meeting was taking place on the same day as the 75th Anniversary of the D Day Landings. The Councillors commented that the anniversary commemorations at Portsmouth and in France were a fine tribute to those who had taken part in the landings. 

The refurbishment of the Bwlch War memorial had been arranged with the help and support of the Bwlch residents and fundraising by Bwlch, the Community Council, Powys County Council and Cadw had helped to carry out this refurbishment. The planning for the grant applications and other matters had been carried out by Mr T Sinnett as the Project officer for the refurbishment. The assistance by all the various groups was greatly appreciated by the Council and was appropriate to record in the minutes on this date. 
Meeting Closed at 2015Hrs.
