CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 2 May 2019 at 2000hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr J Williams, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs L Doggett, Mrs S O’Brien, RDH Jackson, CJ Morris, Cllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs FJ Morgan and D Meyer.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were declared.
Minutes of the meeting held at the Bwlch Village Hall on 4th April 2019 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising
1. Five Councils Liaison Meeting 20th March 2019. The next meeting will be hosted by Crickhowell Town Council on 11th July 2019 and a main item on the agenda will be the LDP.
2. Tree Strategy / Bwlch Village Hall.  The new trees and shrubs had been delivered and many had been planted in various locations in the Community Council area. There would be a “Discover – Bwlch Arts” day in the Bwlch Village Hall comprising of two Saturday workshops on 15th and 22nd June 2019  culminating in an evening performance in the form of a play. 
3. Email 29th March 2019 from the Post Box Team confirming that the replacement post box will be installed by the Gate Shop / Post Office.
4. Email 13th January 2019 Mrs Valerie Powell with a request to make funding available to reopen the Closed Cwmdu Toilets. The Clerk replied to Mrs Powell’s letter and had a reply dated 6th March 2019 which he read out to the Councillors. There was a discussion about the problem with the Closed Cwmdu toilets and there was no money available to either open the toilets or demolish the building. Other villages had reopened their toilets with the help of local volunteers / committees and this could be a possibility in Cwmdu. It was noted that there was a bus shelter in the building and there was a query about the responsibility for the maintenance of bus shelters including the two in Bwlch.
5. Planning Training. 
Planning Aid Wales conducted a training session “Responding to Planning Applications” at Llangynidr Village Hall on Tuesday 9th April 2019 between 1830 and 2100 hrs. Cllrs Mrs L Doggett and Mrs S O. Brien gave a report on the planning training.
6. Meeting with Police and Crime Commissioner.

The Commissioner is coming to address the Five Councils members and the Crickhowell Civic Society about the crime statistics for the Five Councils area and policing resources, followed by a discussion to improve the safety and reduce crime in our communities. The meeting is on Friday 24th May 2019 in the Bear Hotel at 1400hrs. Councillors Mrs L Doggett and D Meyer stated that they would attend this meeting.
New Community Council Website
An email from Mr S Caddick dated 31st March informed the Clerk that the website was ready to view and that he had added most of the content from the CRIC site and just needed to add the rest of the minutes. There were some amendments needed and the Clerk needed to have instructions on how to upload information and make alterations when necessary. 
The Clerk is to write to CRIC to stop the Council website information and install a link to the new website.

The Council website is – https://cwmducouncil.org 
Highways / Playgrounds
Drainage Scheme for the A479 at Tretower.. An email from Powys County Council Engineering Design informed the Council that the contractor was to carry out the works at the middle / end of April 2019. Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting informed the Council that the road through Tretower would be closed to traffic from the 7th May 2019 for a week and after that there would be traffic lights and a single lane open to traffic. 
Damaged Footpath. It was reported by a local resident that there was a damaged footpath / culvert between Tretower and the Gaer. This had been reported to the Rights of Way Officer who replied informing the Council that the Warden intended to take out a group of volunteers  to try to tackle this issue. It was time to check on the progress for these repairs and the Clerk would write to the Rights of Way Officer.
Corner of Tregraig Road. Cllr Mrs K Silk wrote to the Cabinet Secretary about the possibility of having crash barriers fitted on this dangerous bend. The Clerk read out the reply from the Minister dated 21st March 2019 which informed the Council that the Speed Limit Review would be updated this year and the Council’s comments would be taken into account. 

There was an email from a Bwlch resident informing the Council that a new traffic calming system had been set up in Llangorse. The Clerk informed the highways department about this and requested  a traffic calming system in Bwlch on the approach from Llangorse.
There were several areas in Cwmdu which needed maintenance. The road from the Cwmdu church to the caravan site has been reported many times as the hedge cuttings are never picked up and as a result the road is getting narrower.  The pavement from the Farmers Arms to the junction past the closed Cwmdu School is impassable because the hedge cuttings are never picked up. These points were reported again to the Highways Supervisor.
Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the signs for “No Dogs” had been removed from the Council playpark behind the closed toilets in Cwmdu. The Clerk wrote to the Highways Department to get the signs replaced. A reply from the Countryside and Outdoor Recreation Officer stated he would replace the signs.

Llangynidr Bridge. A letter to the Powys Highways about the Llangynidr Bridge was drafted by Cllr RDH Jackson.

Correspondence

1. Letter 12/04/2019 Marie Curie Nurses in Powys asking for a donation. Not Approved as this is considered to be an individual choice.
2. Email 09/04/2019 One Voice Wales OVW / SLCC joint event 15/05/2019 in Swansea.
3. Email 16/04/2019 Brightpay software newsletter

4. Email 06/04/2019 John Filsell concerning the removal of the Green Bins

5. Email 08/04/2019 PCC with a News Release concerning the removal of the Garden Waste Banks in Powys. Concerns were raised about the system for emptying garden waste at the depot in Brecon as customers had to climb steps to empty the bins. 
6. Email 25/04/2019 PAVO inviting County Councillors, Town and Community Councillors from the Crickhowell, Hay, Talgarth and Neighbouring Communities to a meeting in Talgarth on 9th May 2019 to discuss forming Tri Town to promote collaboration between neighbouring towns.

7. Email 29/04/2019 BBNPA with details of a survey by the Planning Officers Society for Wales asking for views about the planning services in our local area.

8. Email 29/04/2019 Crickhowell Town Council with details of a concert in the Clarence Hall on 18/05/2019 to raise funds to renovate the Clarence Hall.

9. Email 29/04/2019 One Voice Wales reference Council membership and request to nominate a Council representative. The Clerk is to request details of dates  and locations of meetings.
10. Email 30/04/2019 Brecon Beacons Tourism with information about ordering copies of the BBNPA Visitor Guide.

11. Email 02/05/2019 Police and Crime Commissioner with details of the Police Funding programme available to groups and organisations across the force.

12. Email 02/05/2019 One voice Wales with details of Code of Conduct Training in Builth Wells on Tuesday 4th June 2019 – 1830-2100hrs. 

13. Spring 2019 edition of the Grapevine.

14. May 2019 issue of the Clerks & Councils Direct issue containing legal advice for Councillors by an expert in local council law. The Clerk is to photocopy the legal advice for the Councillors for the next meeting.
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 4th  – 23rd April 2019 for the  2nd May 2019 meeting for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
1. Planning Application 19/17126/FUL – 19/02/2019 – “Proposed single storey one bedroom annexe to fit existing dwelling together with an integral garage.” At Ashfield House, Old Road, Bwlch. The Clerk paid £5.50 for the A3 size plans to be sent to the Council to assist with the consultation. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 11/03/2019 with the Council’s comments. BBNPA letter dated 18/04/2019 gave permission for this development.
2.  Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting had previously given an update on the building works in the barn opposite the entrance to Tretower Court. She informed the Council that there was going to be a visitors centre with a cafe in the barn. Cllr D Meyer visited Tretower Court on 05/04/2019 and had an update on the plans for the barn associated with Tretower Court. The Clerk wrote to BBNPA and requested information about the building works in the barn. A reply from the Planning Services Supervisor on 16/04/2019 informed the Council that the barn was a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) as well as a listed building. The SAM designation trumps listed building status and therefore works to the SAM consent not LBC. CADW deal with their own applications for SAM consent rather than BBNPA. Cllr D Meyer stated in his report that he believed the works would be a good addition to the village and did not expect the work to be completed before the summer of 2020.
3. There was a planning application listed in the BBNPA weekly register for Neuadd Fach dated 5th March 2019 and the Clerk stated he had not received an application for this for consultation. He was to look back in the records for this address.

4. Concerns were reported about the development at Vedw Farm Cottage.

5. Vedw Wood. It was reported that the fencing along the lower side of Vedw Wood was dangerous and needed to be checked by the CSEG. Cllr Mrs S O’Brien stated that she would report it to them.
Accounts
1. Zurich Municipal Insurance - £365.89
2. Bronwen Bermingham Internal Audit - £119.70
3. Crickhowell Pretty Pins Leg Club - £50.00
Proposed by Cllr Mrs S O’Brien and Seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting. Carried
4. Bank Balance  -  £9125.01  –  Council - £4581.17  The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £4543.84. 
Playing Fields and Allotments
Cllr Mrs JE Block was concerned about the delay in refelting the roof to the outdoor shelter in the playing fields. The Clerk checked with the contractor who had promised to refelt the roof within 4 weeks, however it was now 10 weeks since that promise and the Councillors decided to get other quotes.

The Clerk was to check with the allotment society and the CSEG about their annual reports.

Bwlch War Memorial
A letter from Mr T Sinnett, the War memorial Project Officer informed the Council that he had prepared a maintenance plan for the War memorial which the Council should approve so that the Clerk can forward it to the PCC Heritage people for their files. 

It is proposed that the Council approve the Maintenance Plan prepared by the Project Officer and that the Clerk should forward a copy to the PCC Heritage Department.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs S O’Brien and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried.

Bwlch Village Hall / Carpark

Cllr J Williams spoke about the need for a carpark for Bwlch which was urgently needed for locals and for visitors as the current system of parking on the roads around the village caused congestion problems. He was keen that it was to be something to be discussed by the whole village and not just the village hall committee. 
Meeting Closed at 2115Hrs.
