  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 12th May 2016 at 1900hrs.

Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs K West, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs C Morfett, FJ Morgan, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, S McLennan and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs K Silk and AA Harries.
Mrs EM Wallace, Clerk to the Ann Williams Almshouses Charity was in attendance at the Annual Meeting.

Mr Martin Harber, a Bwlch resident attended the meeting and was asked to speak on a highways matter which concerned Bwlch and which was to be recorded in the highways section of the monthly meeting at 1930hrs.

Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations made.

Minutes   of the Annual Meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 14th May 2015 had been confirmed and signed at the monthly meeting on 4th June 2015.
Matters Arising      
Matters arising were dealt with at the meeting on 5th June 2015.
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

1.Chairman – Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting
Proposed by Cllr Mrs K West and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried. 
Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman

2.Vice Chairman – Cllr S McLennan.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs K West and Seconded by Cllr Mrs C Morfett. Carried. 
Council’s Financial Report

The Council’s Annual Internal Report for the Financial Year ending on 31st March 2016 was put in front of the Council for approval. The Notice to inform the Electors of their rights was posted on 22nd April 2016. The Accounts were to be made available for Electors to inspect between 5th May and 2nd June 2016. The Council’s Audit date is 3rd June 2016 and a copy of the Annual Return and supporting documentation is to be sent to the External Auditor by 6th June 2016. The Council’s Internal Audit took place on the 3rd May 2016. The Clerk read out the report from the Internal Auditor.
The Auditor General for Wales has appointed Grant Thornton UK LLP as the new auditor responsible for delivering the audit of the Council’s Annual Return for the next three years. Auditors are to focus on budget setting and monitoring and the engagement of internal audit for the 2015-16 audits. A lot of extra documentary evidence is required by the auditor including signed certified copies of the minutes relating to budgets and precepts and approval of the internal auditor.
The Receipts and Payments Book, the Annual Return and the supporting documentation were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk, as the Responsible Financial Officer for the Community Council. The Council has not identified any additional risks to add to the Risk assessment carried out on 11th April 2006. 

The Responsible Financial Officer who attended the One Voice Wales Training Course – Module 6 – Understanding Local Authority Finance in 2012 outlined risk assessment measures carried out throughout the year. “Governance and Accountability in Local Councils – A Practitioners Guide 2011 (Wales)” was recommended by the External Auditor for Councils to use for guidance. A copy of the Practitioners Guide was purchased by the Council and was used by the Clerk for this year’s audit.

It is proposed that the Council approve the Accounts for the Financial Year 2015-2016, and the Internal Controls and Risk Assessment carried out by the Responsible Financial Officer. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft  and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson.  Carried.

The Councillors proposed a vote of thanks to the Clerk for carrying out the Community Council’s audit.
Charity Report

Mrs EM Wallace handed out copies of the Annual Report on the Almshouses Charity for year ending 31st December 2015 and answered any questions from the Councillors. 

Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett that the account be accepted and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft                   Carried.  

The Councillors confirmed the appointment of the Trustees for the next four years if they were willing to carry on and this would be discussed at the Trustees meeting for the Almshouses Charity the following week. 
The Community Councillors thanked Mrs EM Wallace for her report.
Confirm Council Planning Procedures

Monthly Planning Meetings with Agendas and Minutes are required. The Clerk is to book additional meetings each month in case planning applications arrive during the first two weeks of the month. The quorum is to be the same as for a normal monthly meeting – a third of the committee and never less than four. The Clerk will also inform the Booking Secretary of the village hall committee if there is no need to hold the meeting.

The Clerk is to inform all Councillors if there are planning applications to be discussed at the extra meeting and the Councillors agreed to inform him of their expected attendance. The Clerk will also inform the Councillors of the details of the applications to be discussed and produce minutes / agendas as necessary.
It is proposed that the Council Planning Procedures outlined above be adopted by the Community Council. 

Proposed by Cllr  Mrs K West and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson.   Carried. 
The Chairman Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting recorded thanks for Cllr Mrs K West for her work during her year of office as Chairman.

Meeting Closed at 1930hrs. 
