 CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on 7th April 2016 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs K West, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs HG Sweeting, FJ Morgan, T Sinnett, AA Harries, Cllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs C Morfett, RDH Jackson and S McLennan.
New Police Initiative – Speed Watch.
PCSO 8058 Billy Dunne was invited to the meeting to discuss the latest initiative to control speeding in the Community Council Area, however was unable to attend the meeting.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. The following Councillors declared an interest for the following items in the planning section of the agenda.
1.Cllr FJ Morgan item 7 planning application 16/13257/FUL.

2.Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting item 8 planning application 16/133350/FUL.
Minutes   of the meeting held at the Tretower Church Vestry on 3rd March  2016 were confirmed and signed. N.B. The Flooring in the Tretower Village Hall was being relaid.
Matters Arising

1.Bwlch with Altitude Route / Insurance. A Bwlch Councillor spoke to the landowner about allowing walkers to cross his land instead of walking on the A40 and the Clerk wrote to the Rights of Way Officer to ask about creating a public right of way – Option 1 in his email of 8th February 2016.

2. Five Councils Liaison Meeting. The next Liaison meeting will be hosted by the Vale of Grwyney CC on Thursday 14th April 2016 and they have asked for Agenda items by 7th April 2016.  Lyn Cadwallader, CEO, One Voice Wales has been invited to the meeting to speak about Local Government Reform and Asset and Service Transfer.
3. Cllr S McLennan asked when the defibrillator was going to be provided for Bwlch and said he would get in touch with the Volunteer Bureau to find out. He reported that there was a delay in fund raising and  collection boxes were going into the Gate Shop and the New Inn. The Clerk checked with Kerry Crossfield at the Volunteer Bureau and informed the Chairman and the Bwlch Councillors of the current situation.

4. Letter 3rd March 2016 Mrs Diane Jackson asking for a contribution towards the combined village Women’s Institutes celebration of the Queen’s 90th Birthday on 21st April 2016. A donation of £50.00 was agreed. 

Highways
The Clerk emailed Eric Johnson, HGSS Supervisor, Local Environment agency on 18th February 2016 and reported the following points.

1. The work carried out by the bobcat driver was in the area of the caravan park, however the problem reported several times was at the other end of the road from the Cwmdu Church and up towards the caravan Park. This job had been given the job number JD14329. It was also questioned whether this job number covered the piles of plainings and hay bales dumped on the grass verges. It was reported that some hay bales had been moved but the plainings had been there for four years.
2. It was reported that the trees on the corner to the right of the Tretower Village Hall at the entrance to the property belonging to Mr and Mrs East were growing out into the road making it difficult for two cars to pass one another. Cllr Mrs K Silk was going to speak to Mr Eric Johnson about informing the Easts who were not living at the property at the moment.
3. It was requested that a road sign stating that a road was unsuitable for HGVs on a road in Cwmdu near Penlan be erected.

The Clerk thanked the highways staff on behalf of the Councillors for the recent clearance work carried out in the Community Council area.
An email reply from Mr Johnson appreciated the comments from the Council and regretted that he was only able to hire the bobcat for short periods. He had also deployed the road sweeper along the section to the caravan park in the previous week and spoke to the landowner concerning the removal of the plainings and the hay bales. He was going to follow up the problem of the trees blocking the road in Tretower. The request for a road sign was going to be passed to the traffic section and depended on the current financial situation.
4.Cllr FJ Morgan reported that the Highways Department / Parks Warden had carried out a good job in preventing the water running down the old Roman Road near the cattle grid at the approach to Middlewood farm.

5.There was a discussion about the amount of rubbish around the roads outside the viallages and it was suggested that “Keep Wales Tidy” was the appropriate agency to ask for help.

Correspondence
1. Email 31st March 2016 Abergavenny and Crickhowell Friends of the Earth advertising a public meeting in Abergavenny about “Fracking.”
2. Letter 1st April 2016 One Voice Wales with the Agenda for the Brecon & Radnor Area Meeting in Builth Wells on 22nd April 2016 at1900hrs.

3. Email 22nd March 2016 with a revised edition of the Community Asset Transfer Guide.

4. Email 15th March 2016 Clerk Vale of Grwwney Community Council asking whether Cwmdu and District CC would be handing out commemorative 90th Birthday medals to local children on 21st April.

5. Email 9th March 2016 Chairman of Discover Llangorse and Bwlch Group asking for a donation of £50.00 towards the cost of the Grapevine newsletter. Donation of £50.00 agreed.
6. Letter 11th March 2016 with information about “Walk for Life- Sunday 24th April 2016.” The fundraising event for Kidney Disease and Renal Failure in Wales.

7. Email 6th April 2016 PCC with a link to the schools consultation document relating to Brecon and Gwernyfed High Schools.

8. Email 7th April 2016 BBNPA with the agenda for the NP Local Access Forum meeting in Llanfoist Village Hall on 14th April 2016.

9. Email 5th April 2016 BBNPA with the agenda for the PAROW meeting on 12th April 2016.

10. Email 5th April 2016 PAVO with the Ebriefing for April 2016.

11. Email 1st April 2016 BBNPA newsletter April 2016 for tourism news.
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 3rd March – 1st April 2016  for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent. 
Planning
1. Planning Application 16/13153/FUL – 11/02/2016 – “Proposed change of use of former craft workshop to annex accommodation” at the Star Bunkhouse, Bwlch. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 04/03/2016 with the Council’s comments and thanks for the agreed extension.

2. Planning Application  15/12896/LBC -  05/11/2015 – “Alterations to Castle Cottage, Tretower including:

1.Replacing and arrangement of internal layout, 2. Provision of new internal staircase, 3. Construction of 2 additional windows at ground floor level, 4. Installation of roof lights to main house, to lower lean-to roof extension.” At Castle Cottage, Tretower, Crickhowell. BBNPA letter dated 09/02/2016 gave permission for this development.
3. Planning Application 15/12951/FUL – 25/11/2015 – “Construction of 2 children’s climbing frames adjacent to the existing building The Nantyffin Cider Mill” at Nantyffyn Inn, Brecon Road, Crickhowell. BBNPA letter dated 13/01/2016 gave permission for this development.

4. Planning Application 15/13030/FUL – 21/12/2015 – “Change of use of property Efail-Bach, Cwmdu from a self contained “Granny Flat 2 to a short term holiday let” at Efail Bach, Efail Isaf, Cwmdu. BBNPA letter dated 02/02/2016 gave permission for this development.

5. Planning Applications – 15/12631/FUL – 04/09/2015 – “Renovation of attic rooms, replacement windows, conversion of outbuilding to garden room” at Middle Gaer, Cwmdu.  BBNPA letter dated 26/01/2016 gave permission for this development.

6. Planning Application 16/13130/FUL – 01/02/2016 – “Replace 3No antennas with 3No new antennas, remove 5No mast head Amplifiers and provide 9No proposed mast head amplifiers, 2No equipment cabinets and ancillary development” at Orange Ash Tree Field, Orange Mast, Bwlch. BBNPA letter dated 08/03/2016 gave permission for this development.
7. Planning Application 16/13257/FUL - 23/03/2016 – “Change of use of existing business and retail premises to include cafe and retail facility” at Middlewood Farm, Cathedine. A reply is required by 13/04/2016. Cllr FJ Morgan declared an interest in this planning application.
8. Planning Application 16/13350/FUL – 31/03/2016 - "Provision of alternative access to proposed development land” at Land Adjoining St John’s Close, Tretower. A reply is required by 21/04/2016. Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting declared an interest in this planning application.
Accounts
1. PCC Rent for allotments - £175.00
2. PCC Rent for playing fields - £50.00

3. R Doak – Stationery allowance and 6 Months expenses – £269.50

4. Discover Llangorse and Bwlch Group Grapevine - £50.00
5. Mrs Diana Jackson for WI’s celebration of HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday – £50.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block.  Carried.

2. Bank Balance  - £5285.89 – Council - £3535.89 and  Section 106 - £1750.00  Section 106  Grant Money–  £4000 less Legal fees £1025, Donation to  Bwlch Village Hall - £1000 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent  - £225.00 Balance of £1750.00. Section 106 Grant Money needs to be spent on the local community by 27/10/2018. 
Community Playing Fields and Allotments 
Rabbit Fence. The Clerk wrote to the Principal Planning Officer at BBNPA on 25th January 2016 for his advice and enclosed copies of the specifications of the rabbit fence. A reply from the Planning Officer requested a detailed plan of the area of the allotments which the Clerk sent her. A further email from the planning officer approved the installation of the rabbit fence and the Clerk informed the allotment society Chairman.
The newly appointed Chairman of the allotment society sent the Council an email with some comments and questions about the management and upkeep of the allotments, playing fields and wildlife area. The Councillors agreed with her plans for the maintenance of the allotments and wild life area. They also agreed that repairs could be made to the shelter in the playing fields but were concerned at the costs of materials. The Clerk wrote and gave the Council’s permission for the allotment society to carry out these improvements but to keep the Council informed of the costs involved.
It was suggested that the availability of the playing fields should be publicised. The Clerk was to write to Mr Alan Rowden, Chairman of the Cwmdu Village Hall Committee about posting notices in the village hall. 
It was suggested that a suitable sign should be erected to show that the playing fields are now available for community use

The Clerk was asked to remind the allotment society Chairman that rent for the allotments was due on 1st April annually.

Bwlch War Memorial
The Clerk wrote to Mr Nathan Davies, the Powys War Memorials Project Officer for advice in applying for funds to complete the renovations of the War memorial. Mr Davies replied and arranged to meet the Clerk and the Bwlch Councillors at the War Memorial 1400hrs on Thursday 10th March 2016. 
Cllr T Sinett has sent off pre-application forms for a grant from the War Memorials Trust and the Lottery Heritage Fund towards the renovation of the War Memorial.

The Clerk wrote to Miss Brogan Higginbotham, War Memorials Online Officer to ask for her advice on applying for the grant and for a suitable list of contractors we could ask for other estimates. 
Emails were received from Cllrs RDH Jackson and AA Harries with more information about the names of the servicemen listed on the War Memorial.

Councillors Points
Two points raised by Councillors are recorded as items 4 & 5 in the Highways section of the minutes.
Meeting Closed at 2100hrs. 
