 CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on 6th April 2017 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs C Morfett, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, AA Harries, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs K West, Mrs R Lewis and FJ Morgan. 
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were declared.
Neighbourhood Police Team

PCSO Billy Dunne and PC Cheryl Rudge attended the meeting to give an update on the Community Speed Watch, Dyfed-Powys Community Messaging Service and Neighbourhood Watch. Speed watch has been  arranged for Wednesday 12th April in Cwmdu and Tretower. The sites selected in Bwlch were the A40 near the War memorial and the approach road from Llangorse and sessions would be arranged for the last week in April and 1st week in May. PC Cheryl Rudge gave an outline of her background and previous experience over 20 years of policing, especially previously in Crickhowell and Brecon. Both then outlined their ideas about neighbourhood watch with groups in streets and small estates in the villages. They also asked the Councillors to inform them what their policing priorities were.
Minutes   of the Meetings held at the Tretower Village Hall on 2nd and 16th March 2017 were confirmed and signed. 
Matters Arising
1. The Five Councils Liaison Meeting report by Crickhowell Town Council was circulated to the Councillors on 5th April 2017. The next Liaison meeting will be hosted by Llangattock Community Council.
2. Defibrillator Training. The first two sessions for the training were on 23rd January and 14th February 2017 at 1800hrs in the Bwlch Village Hall. Gareth Morris, the Instructor emailed the Clerk on 31st March 2017 and said he would be informing the Council when he has arranged some suitable dates for further training. The Clerk would inform the volunteers as soon as the dates are booked for the Bwlch Village Hall.|

3. Email Mr Jon Gagg 30th January 2017 with a query whether the Council had made any progress towards getting superfast broadband in Bwlch. Cllr Mrs C Morfett stated that she and the other Councillors were continuing to chase up the situation relating to the connection of the Cabinets to the villages and Cabinet 2 was expected to be connected by the of June 2017. 
4. Llangors School. Cllr Mrs R Lewis emailed to inform the Council that there had not been any developments regarding the catchment area for the school and the same applied to the 6th Classroom at the school, however construction was in progress and a completion date was expected to be February 2018.
5. The Local Democracy and Boundary Commission Presentation was on Thursday 9th March 2017 in Brecon. The Chairman and the Clerk attended this Presentation and were given a handout showing the variance in Electoral Representation and a revised version of the Commission’s Electoral Reviews: Policy and Practice Document which had been updated. There would be a consultation from 8th March until 31st May 2017 and draft proposals would be published in early 2018 with the final proposals due in Autumn 2018 and new wards would come into force in May 2022.
6. Email 5th April 2017 PCC informing Councils that the new waste collection day arrangements have been put on temporary hold until further notice.
Highways
Email CCllr Mrs K Silk 3rd April 2017 with a response from the Minister in relation to letters sent recently following up on the issues of vehicle-activated signs in Bwlch and various matters relating to the experimental speed limit on the A479. The response stated that further measures were to be monitored prior to vehicle-activated signs being considered again. The response went on to say that changes to the footway widths in Tretower on the A479 were not considered appropriate. The two years of monitoring the trial 50mph speed limit on the A479 between Talgarth and Tretower showed a 22.5% reduction in collisions and a 1.7mph reduction in vehicle speeds. The Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure will continue to monitor the data to identify the need for further road safety measures on this route.
Several points were reported which the Clerk is to write to the Highways Department about, including the state of the road by the Kestrel and the dumping of scalpings on the grass verges on the road between the Cwmdu Church and the campsite in Cwmdu.
Correspondence
1.Letter 1st April 2017 Crickhowell Health Focus Group with the Agenda for the meeting in Llangattock on 4th April 2017 at 1600hrs.

2.Email 3rd April 2017 PAVO e-briefing for April 2017.

3.Email 4th April 2017 Bronllys Well Being Park SGM on Thursday 27th April 2017 at 1900hrs. 

4.Letter 14th March 2017 Brecon and District disabled Club asking for a donation on their 40th Anniversary. £100.00 donation agreed.
5.Email 3rd April 2017 One Voice Wales with details of the updated Good Councillor Guide produced by the Welsh Government. Link to the online website to print out copies.
6.Email 4th April 2017 OVW with a link to the OVW’s bulletin.

7.Email 4th April 2017 Friends of Crickhowell Library with the latest newsletter and news about the move to the management by the High School. Also details of plans to become “Crickhowell Library Dementia Friendly” and their AGM on 11th May 2017 at 1930hrs in the Library. Copied to Cllr Mrs K West.
8.Letter 23rd March 2017 PCC Schools Service with details of the change of Primary Admission Age to Powys Schools. Posters to be placed in the village notice boards.
9.Email 23rd March 2017 Powys County Council with details of a change in Code of Conduct Training.

10.Email 2nd March 2017 Mr Stewart Lawrie with comments / questions on a couple of items from the Council’s January meeting, including the Cwmdu Toilets, Bus shelter and Play area, Vehicle Speed on the A479, Community Speed Watch and Planning for the erection of a mast. The Clerk replied on behalf of the Council.
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 27th February to 30th March 2017 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
1. Planning Application 17/14584/FUL – 06/03/2017 – “The Installation of a 15m telegraph pole, 2 no. Antennas, 1 no. Dish, 1 no. 1.2m satellite dish, 1 no. Generator, 3 no. Cabinets, a meter cabinet within a secure compound and development ancillary thereto.” At Pentwyn Farm, Ashcroft, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 19/03/2017 with the Council’s comments.

2.  Email 20/03/2017 Vale of Grwyney Community Council with a query about retrospective planning applications. They have been experiencing an increase in the number of retrospective planning applications and have asked the other Councils in the Five Councils Liaison group whether they had experienced the same thing. The Clerk replied to state that any such applications had been instigated by the Councillors who had reported building work carried out without the Council’s knowledge and then reported them to the Enforcement Officer who ordered the relevant householder to apply for retrospective planning applications. 
Accounts
1.PCC Rent for playing fields  - £50.00
2.PCC Rent for allotments - £175.00

3.R Doak Expenses and stationery allowance of £100 - £294.25

4.Wales Audit Office External Audit of accounts 2015-16  -  £231.75

5.Llangattock Community Council Finance Training Course - £26.04

6.Viking Direct - £39.56

7.Brecon Disabled Club - £100.00

Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and seconded by Cllr AA Harries. Carried. 
8. The Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer for the Community Council has received the Annual Return for the financial year ending 31st March 2017 from Grant Thornton, Auditors appointed by the Auditor General for Wales. Statutory dates are as follows:- Notice for the electors’ rights to be posted by 20th April 2017 and the accounts are to be made available between 4th May and 1st June 2017. The internal audit will take place on 4th May 2017. The annual return is to be completed and sent to the auditor by 5th June 2017. The statutory deadline for the approval of the Annual Return is 30th June 2017.
9. Bank Balance  - £7831.53 – Council - £6081.53 – less pledge of £350.00 to Bwlch War Memorial and donations of £1911.27 to Bwlch War memorial = £3920.26 and  Section 106 - £1750.00  Section 106  Grant Money–  £4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to  Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent  - £225.00 Balance of £1750.00.  Section 106 Grant Money needs to be spent on the local community by 27/10/2018. The War Memorial restoration fund  stands at £2261.27..
Community Playing Fields and Allotments 
The Clerk emailed the solicitor at Gabb & Co and informed him that the Council had agreed that the Land Registry plans were correct and also asked why there was a need for the plans as the land belonged to the Welsh Church and PCC was the landlord. An email reply dated 20th March 2017 from the solicitor informed the Council the Land Registry Plans were required as the lease was over seven years.
The Clerk informed the allotment society treasurer that the rent of £175.00 was due on 1st April each year and also a copy of the insurance renewal certificate was required when renewed. An email from the allotment treasurer informed the Clerk that the cheque had been signed and she required the details for the cheque and where to send it and the Clerk emailed her with the required information. The Clerk also informed her that he had not received a copy of the Insurance Certificate.
The  Clerk wrote to the Welsh Academy of Art and informed them of the cost of repairing the potholes. Mr Lee Wright agreed to pay half of the cost and having been given the Council’s bank details informed the Clerk that he had made the payment to the Council’s bank account of £50.00.
Refelting of the outdoor classroom roof. The Clerk had received an estimate of the cost of refelting the roof and the estimate was £300.00 - £200 for 8 rolls of felt and £100 for the labour of refelting the roof. This item was to be brought forward at the next meeting.
Bwlch War Memorial 
Email 3rd April 2017 from Nathan Davies, Powys War Memorials Project Officer informed the Council that funding was available from the project for the repair, restoration and Maintenance of World War 1 memorials in Powys. There was also project funding available to improve settings or surroundings of War memorials. There was also project funding for other activities and events relating to World War 1.
Cllr T Sinnett replied to this email with a comprehensive report explaining the current situation with CADW, BBNPA and War Memorials Trust. He also informed Nathan Davies that the Council would like to apply for further Project Funding associated with the work involved in the re-dedication of the monument which was provisionally planned for the weekend of 18/19 November 2017. The Council would also apply for maintenance funding from the Project Grant. CADW have confirmed the acceptability of the preferred contractor and insist on a visual inspection after the clean and refurbishment of lime mortar before any re-cutting and re-enamelling of lettering may be carried out.
Cllr T Sinnet informed the Councillors that CADW had agreed a grant of 70% of the restoration costs and a further 15% of the costs had been agreed by the War Memorial Trust. In addition there were funds available from PCC. He also informed the Councillors that the contractor had increased his price by 2%.
The rededication service was discussed with PCSO Billy Dunne and PC Cheryl Rudge and the possible help with policing the march from the Church to the War memorial on 19th November 2017. There was also a possibility that the proposed exhibition in the Bwlch Village Hall could include articles/ photographs relating to the individual names on the memorial with input from known relatives who still lived in the area.
It is proposed that as Cllr T Sinnett is retiring from the Community Council on 8th May 2017 and some of the grant paperwork requires the same signature throughout that he be appointed as the Project Manager for the Restoration of the War Memorial on behalf of the Community Council.

Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and Seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting. Carried.

Community Speed Watch
This agenda item was dealt with during the briefing by PCSO Billy Dunne and PC Cheryl Rudge.
Bwlch Playground Improvements
Mr Butcher has agreed to exchange one of the flat seat swings with a cradle seat in the next FY from April 2017. He would also agree to install a smaller slide if the Council could raise enough funds to buy one. There was a discussion about fundraising and it was agreed that the remaining balance of the Section 106 money could be used to buy equipment for the Bwlch playground. Email Cllr Mrs R Lewis informed the Council that fundraising for the Bwlch Playground was going to take place at the Village Fete.

Council Elections 4th May 2017
The Clerk delivered 6 sets of Councillors nomination papers to the Deputy Returning Officer at Powys County Council Offices in Brecon on Friday 24th March 2017 and posted a further two sets of Nomination Forms on 30th March 2017 by registered mail to ensure that these forms were in before the deadline on 4th April 2017. Two Councillors have decided not to stand again as Councillors and there will be a requirement to co-opt Councillors after the elections unless other candidates have applied direct to Powys County Council. The Council will not be aware of this until informed by the Returning Officer.
All  Councillors retire on 8th May 2017 and newly elected Councillors take up office at the same time. The Annual meeting must take place before 22nd May 2017. Co-option for vacancies is to be an agenda item at meetings following the elections.
Cllrs T Sinnett and AA Harries are retiring from the Community Council after many years of service on the Council and the Chairman Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting thanked them for their valuable input into all Council matters and proposed a vote of thanks be recorded to both of them.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.

Meeting Closed at 2115hrs. 
