 CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Tretower Village Hall on 3rd December 2015 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs K West, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs C Morfett, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, S McLennan, AA Harries, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs JE Block and FJ Morgan.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were given.
Minutes   of the meetings held at the Cwmdu Village Hall on 5th November 2015 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising

1. The Five Councils Liaison Meeting was hosted by Llangynidr Community Council on Tuesday 3rd November 2015. The Llangynidr Clerk sent out the notes from the meeting which the Clerk distributed to the Councillors. The next Five Councils Liaison Meeting will be hosted by the Vale of Grwyney in early 2016. 
2. Bwlch War Memorial. Grants were available from CADW, the Welsh Government and the War Memorials Grant Scheme. There was a short discussion about forming a local committee in Bwlch to deal with the grant applications. It was publicised on the local notice boards and the Bwlch Community Councillors were going to get involved with local residents. The Clerk was to download application forms and bring them to the next meeting.
The Clerk wrote to the Police again and asked for advance / limited information about the traffic accident. A letter from the Dyfed – Powys Police Business Support Unit gave the details of the driver involved in the accident which damaged the War Memorial, however they were unable to supply a copy of the report until the conclusion of the court proceedings. The Clerk was to write to the insurance company mentioned in the police letter and make a preliminary claim for repairs to the memorial.
3. Email 3rd November 2015 OVW with information about Ramblers Groups in Wales and contact details for the local Group Footpath Officer.  Copies of the letter with details of the Group Footpath Officer were handed out.

4. Email 14th October 2015 CRIC with details of a display showcasing what each community group does in the community and requesting details of events from each of the group’s calendars. The Clerk informed the CRIC manager about the 94th Annual Cwmdu Eisteddfod and the Allotments in Cwmdu.

5. The Bwlch Councillors asked whether a defibrillator could be supplied for Bwlch. The Clerk checked with the Volunteer Bureau and was informed that fundraising was going ahead and that Bwlch was the next village in the area that would receive one.

6. At a meeting for the Discover Bwlch and Llangorse Group it was stated that the deadline for articles for the grapevine was Wednesday 11th November 2015. A donation for £50.00 was given in January 2015 and extra copies for Cwmdu and Tretower were received in July 2015. There had not been a request this year and the Council was advised to wait for the next Group meeting.
Highways
1.Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting reported that the hedges needed cutting near Rock Cottage in Tretower. The Clerk reported this again to Allun Jones who acknowledged the message and copied it to Eric Johnson.
2.The Clerk reported the road from the Cwmdu church to the caravan site again, which still had piles of plainings on the verges and nothing appeared to be getting done about it. The Clerk reported this again but was informed at the meeting that there were bales of hay on the verges again.
3.It was reported that there was highways / utilities work being carried out on the road from Tretower to the Nantyffin Cider Mill. CCllr Mrs K Silk informed the Councillors by email on 9th November 2015 that the engineering works concerned repairing a gas pipe which had been leaking nitrogen. There was going to be a further delay because of asbestos insulation.
Correspondence
1. Email 1st December 2015 PAVO with the PAVO members ebriefing for December 2015.

2. Letter Wales Air Ambulance with  a request for funding help to raise money to build a new airbase. £100.00 agreed.
3. Letter 19th November 2015 British Red Cross with a request for a donation. Not Approved.
4. Email 5th November 2015 One Voice Wales  with a Review of Revenue Grant Funding to Community and Town Councils – consultation form to be returned by 16th November 2015.

5. Email 23rd November 2015 PCC with a Budget Simulator with consultation live until 30th November 2015.
6. Emails 23/25/26 November 2015 from David Thomas concerning uploading problems on the council Website. 

The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 5th November 2015 to 25th   November 2015 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent. Five emails were forwarded to the Councillors during  November and Cllr T Sinnett briefed the Councillors about the Draft Local Government ( Wales ) Bill. He also spoke about the Community Delivery email from PCC which involved Budget Cuts and how they would affect Council precepts.
Planning

1.Planning Application 15/12852/FUL – 27/10/2015 – “Proposed toilet and shower block and installation of septic tank” at Cwmdu Caravan and Camping Site, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 12/11/2015 with the Council’s comments.
2. Planning Application 15/12897/FUL – 05/11/2015 – “New rooflights to the existing dwelling” at Castle Cottage, Tretower.
    Planning Application  15/12896/LBC -  05/11/2015 – “Alterations to Castle Cottage, Tretower including:

1.Replacing and arrangement of internal layout, 2. Provision of new internal staircase, 3. Construction of 2 additional windows at ground floor level, 4. Installation of roof lights to main house, to lower lean-to roof extension.” At Castle Cottage, Tretower, Crickhowell.
The above planning applications were downloaded and brought to the meeting for consultation in advance of the Clerk receiving the hard copies. The Clerk read out the letters sent to BBNPA on 12/11/2015 with the Council’s comments.
3. The following planning applications have been given permission:-

A. 15/12545/REM – Land adjoining St John’s Close – Approval of the details of 13/09596/OUT – permitted 29/10/2015.

B.15/12462/LBC – Church Villa, Cwmdu – permitted 30/10/2015.

C.15/12648/FUL – Land near Rhyd-Fawr Farm, Cwmdu – permitted 23/10/2015.

D.13/09841/FUIL-Ael y Bryn, Bwlch – permitted 27/10/2015. 
4.Enforcement Officer’s letter.

The Clerk wrote to the Enforcement Officer at BBNPA to ask her to check on the legality of the following sites:
A.Bwlch – land opposite the Church / bus stop with cars for sale.

B.Cwmdu – a large extension to Brynhyfryd,

C.Cwmdu – Efail Isaf, NP8 1RW one cottage turned into two cottages.

The Enforcement Officer wrote to the Council with individual letters for each of the above sites with their case reference numbers.

5.Planning Application 15/12951/FUL – 25/11/2015 – “Construction of 2 childrens climbing frames adjacent to the existing building The Nantyffin Cider Mill” at Nantyffyn Inn, Brecon Road, Crickhowell. A reply is required by 16/12/2015.

Accounts
1.Wales Air Ambulance Donation - £100.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.

2. The Clerk wrote to ask for confirmation when the Council’s Safety Deposit Box had been secured at the Abergavenny Branch of Nat West Bank after the closure of the Crickhowell Branch. Email Branch Manager  27th November 2015 confirmed that the box has now been placed in the secure vault in the Abergavenny Branch.

3.There was a query about the conditions attached to the grant of Section 106 money. The Clerk had to inform the external auditor of details of the Section 106 grant money and it was as follows: The grant of £4000.00 was issued to the Community Council on 28th October 2013 and had to be used within five years of that date. He also informed the Auditor that the grant money was to be used towards “Offsite Recreation Facilities within the Administrative area of Cwmdu and District Community Council.” He also had to give the balance of the money and confirm that it was appropriately ring-fenced.  

4.Bank Balance  - £2965.42 – Council - £1215.42  and  Section 106 - £1750.00  Section 106  Grant Money–  £4000 less Legal fees £1025, Donation to  Bwlch Village Hall - £1000 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent  - £225.00 Balance of £1750.00. Precept of £3333.00 was due on 31st December 2015. 
Cwmdu School Playing Fields and Allotments 
Potholes in the access road. The Clerk was to ask the contractor to carry out the repairs ASP.
The Clerk had a meeting with Robin O’Brien, Chairman CSEG on 7th November 2015 and informed him that the Council was concerned that there had not been an AGM of the Allotment Society to elect a Committee. An email from Ian Brooks, Chairman Allotment Steering Group 8th November 2015 was sent to the members to arrange a meeting on 18th November 2015 and attached a copy of the Allotment Society’s constitution. Robin answered this with a series of points that needed to be addressed at the meeting. Cllr Mrs JE Block attended this meeting which was not quorate and no decisions could be made. She was also  concerned at the points missing in the constitution so sent a copy to the Clerk. The Clerk realised that this was an early draft of the constitution and sent the copy that had been agreed between the steering group, CSEG and the Council in March 2015 to all those who were going to attend the meeting during the first week in December 2015.
The Clerk was to write to the CSEG committee and invite them to the Community Council meeting on 7th  January 2016 to ask them to organise the allotment holders into an allotment committee before the CSEG withdraws from the setting up process in March 2016.

Bwlch with Altitude Route / Insurance

Cllr RDH Jackson informed the Council that there had been a meeting with Sam Ridge ( National Park Warden ) on 13th November 2015 to discuss the Bwlch with Altitude route and in particular the stretch going through Peter’s field. Cllr RDH Jackson did not attend the meeting but was given examples of various grants to help purchase the land required. There was a lengthy discussion about the different possibilities including re-routing the walk, purchasing the strip of land and establishing a footpath. Cllr RDH Jackson was going to talk to the owner of the land about the possible purchase of the strip of land required for a footpath. The Clerk was to write to the Footpaths Officer to ask for the rules involving footpaths and public liability insurance.
Request to extinguish footpath in Cwmdu

An email from Bev French, Lower Mill, Cwmdu to the National Parks Rights of Way Officer and the Community Council has requested that footpath number 76/58/1, which serves no purpose is removed. A copy of the map was circulated around the Councillors. An email from the Rights of Way Officer stated that he will consult the Community Council in due course. The Councillors agreed that the footpath served no purpose and could be extinguished when the Rights of Way Officer consults with the Council.
Councillors Points
1.Cllr AA Harries spoke about the Remembrance Day service held at the Bwlch War memorial on 11th November 2015.
2.Cllr RDH Jackson stated that there was one volunteer from the local residents to help on the committee towards renovation the Bwlch War Memorial.

3.There were still concerns about the situation in St John’s Close concerning the proposed access to the field through the unauthorised gate in the council fence.
Meeting Closed at 2100 hrs. 
