CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 2nd November 2017 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs C Morfett, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs K West, Mrs R Lewis, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs L Doggett, J Williams and Cllr Mrs K Silk.
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations made.
Minutes   of the meeting held at the Bwlch Village Hall on 5th October 2017 were confirmed and signed. 
Matters Arising
1. The next Five Councils Liaison Meeting will be hosted by Llangattock Community Council and Cwmdu and District Community Council will be after Llangattock. Notes on the meeting held on 9th October 2017 to discuss Retrospective Planning Applications were received from the Clerk of the Vale of Grwyney Community Council. Mr Ryan Greaney, BBNPA provided answers to a series of questions previously submitted by the Councils attending the meeting. He stated that there had been 2000 planning applications processed in the whole of the National Park between 1st April 2014 and 9th October 2017 and the Park had received 65 Retrospective Planning applications which was not considered to be excessive. The results of the 65 were that 6 were refused, 58 were approved and 1 was subject to a Section 106 agreement. 
Highways
The priority sign by the new houses in Bwlch could not be seen when approaching from Llangorse because of the overhanging trees and the Clerk was to report this to the Highways Department.

The Clerk had had a request from a Cwmdu resident to have a dog litter bin placed in the road from the Cwmdu Church to the Campsite.

Road Closures. Emails from Cllr Mrs K Silk and the Trunk Road Agency plus the Powys Highways Technical Department informed the Community Council that there were going to be road closures in the Council area. The A40 will be closed in the week of 7th November 2017 for the resurfacing of the road by the Kestrel. The A479 would be closed from Waun Fach to Talgarth from 23rd – 30th October for resurfacing. There would also be a road closure of the C0110 in Bwlch from 15th – 17th November 2017 for Welsh Water to carry out repairs. 

Correspondence
1.From CTC. Review@gov.wales. 03/10/2017 Review of the Community and Town Council Sector Questionnaire to be completed by the Councillors and a Council reply was to be sent. This item was to be held over and brought forward as an Agenda item for the next meeting so that the Council response can be discussed.
2.Email 20/10/2017 Crickhowell Town Council with a query about a request for funding from the CAB.

3.Email 17/10/2017 Gov.wales with details of the revised proposals from the Boundary Commission

4.Letter October 2017 Radnorshire and Brecknock Local Committee with the agenda for the meeting on Thursday 9th November 2017 in Brecon.
5.Email Barbara Powell 14/10/2017 concerning access to the graves in Cwmrhos chapel graveyard and requesting permission to strim a path to the graves. Cllr Mrs JE Block visited the chapel graveyard and also  spoke to the family concerned. 
6.Email PAVO 01/11/2017 with the PAVO E-briefing for November 2017.

7.Letter Cwmdu Eisteddfod Treasurer 07/10/2017 with thanks for the Council donation.

8.Email PCC 11/10/2017 with a News Release about Waste and Recycling Collections.

9.Email Crickhowell Town Council 15/10/2017 with a letter to the Five Councils concerning the Remembrance Sunday Parade and Ceremony 2017.

10.Email BBNPA 30/10/2017 with details of the Tourism Gala Dinner on 30/11/2017 at the Manor Hotel.

11.Email OVW 27/10/2017 with Welsh Government News: Scheme to promote closer working with local government. Written Statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government. To be forwarded to all Councillors.
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 3rd to 25th October 2017 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent. 
Planning
1. Planning Application 17/15226/FUL – 07/08/2017 – “Summer room built on the existing patio area. One storey to fit the patio area. Timber frame to match the workshop on the property (Oak Clad) with aluminium patio doors” at 2 Blaenllynfi Cottages, Cathedine. Council’s comments sent on 08/09/2017. BBNPA letter 12/10/2017 gave permission for this development
2.  Planning Application 17/15354/FUL – 03/10/2017 – “Retention of the use of the outbuilding (previously ancillary residential accommodation) as a holiday let.” at Lower Mill, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 18/10/2017 with the Council’s comments.

3.  Planning Application 17/15384/LBC – 17/10/2017 – “Alterations to the snug room supporting lintels, open up old door opening to form new window into the snug room on the west elevation.” At Middle Gaer, Cwmdu. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Council’s comments by 07/11/2017.

4.  Planning Application 17/15092/FUL – 19/10/2017 – “To extend planning for the number of seasonal caravans from 27 to 65, the addition of 5 Log pods and the extension of the opening season of the site from 7 to 8 months of the year 1st March to Oct 31st , with the increase of winter storage caravans to a maximum of 65.” At Efail Isaf, Cwmdu. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA with the Council’s comments by 09/11/2017.
5.   Planning Application 17/15458/FUL – 27/10/2017 – “Two-storey extension.” At Aelybryn, Tregraig Road, Bwlch. The Clerk is to reply to BBNPA wth the Council’s comments by 17/11/2017.
 Accounts
1.  Wales Audit Office Audit Fee - £231.00
2.  Steve Morris Grass cutting Contract - £960.00 ( VAT - £160.00 )

3.  Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal - Two wreaths - Council and Bwlch 11 Nov. - £34.00

4.  Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – 16 wreaths for Bwlch War Memorial - £272.00

5.  Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal donation - £25.00

All above proposed by Cllr Mrs K West and Seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting.  Carried.

6.  External Audit Themes 2017/2018. Information about next year’s external audit from One Voice Wales October newsletter. Community and Town Councils should now be considering their governance and accountability arrangements especially in the light of the knowledge that for the 2017/18 audit round the Auditors will be testing the Council’s acceptable use of reserves and the effectiveness of its internal audit arrangements.
7.   Precept for 2018/2019. Forecast expenditure for 2018/2019 is £11000 and the precept should remain the same as for 2017/2018. The Clerk briefed the Councillors on how the precept was charged to a Band D Property in the Council area. He had asked for advice from the Powys County Council Finance Section who had explained how to get the guide to Council Tax from the PCC website as the council tax leaflet is no longer issued with the council tax bills.
It is proposed that the precept for 2018/2019 should be £11000.00.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs R Lewis and Seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block. Carried.

8. Bank Balance  - £5126.40 – Council - £2499.76 Section 106 - £1750.00  Section 106  Grant Money–  £4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to  Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent  - £225.00 Balance of £1750.00.  Section 106 Grant Money needs to be spent on the local community by 27/10/2018. The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £876.64.
Council- £2499.76  / Section 106 - £1750.00 / War memorial -£876.64 = £5126.40
Community Playing Fields and Allotment Society including the CSEG
The Clerk spoke to Lee Wright at the Academy of Art and he and Lucy Corbett agreed that the hedge between the playing fields and school garden should be cut down. There is also a tree with branches overhanging their sheds which needs pruning. 
The Clerk emailed the contractor to look at both jobs and give the Council a price to carry out the work. The contractor stated that he would prune the overhanging tree and he also stated he would prune all of the entrance area as well for a total price of £500. There was a discussion about this and whose responsibility it was to look after this area. The agreement stated that the Society is to provide assistance in the pruning of the boundary hedges in the car park area. It was agreed that the Council should pay the Contractor to carry out the work for the agreed price of £500.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs K West and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.

The Clerk asked when the repairs to the felt on the outdoor classroom in the playing fields could be carried out and Cllr Mrs R Lewis stated that it would be carried out during the third week in November 2017.
An email from the CSEG asked for permission to construct a dry stone wall of 8 metres in the car park. Mr David Pritchard, Valuer, PCC is the Council’s landlord and he required the views of the Community Council before he could give his permission. The work is to repair a dry stone wall and was to be a training exercise. The Clerk is to write and explain this to Mr Pritchard and ask for permission for the Society.
The Clerk asked the CSEG for an annual report in line with the Agreement with the Community Council. The Chairman of the CSEG, Mr Nick West provided a FEDW Wood update for the Council which the Clerk read out.  
Bwlch War Memorial 
The Clerk wrote to the following people to invite them to attend the Rededication Ceremony on Sunday 19th November 2017 at the Bwlch War memorial and to meet at the Village Hall at 1045hrs:- Mr Chris Davies, MP, Mrs Kirsty Williams, AM, Cllr Mrs Rosemarie Harris, Leader of Powys County Council and Armed Forces Champion for Powys and Mr Scotty Pope. He also wrote to the Editor of the Brecon and Radnor Express to ask for the event to be covered by the newspaper.

The Clerk had a meeting with Mr T Sinnett, Project Manager for the Restoration and Mr AA Harries on 16th October 2017 to draft out the order of service for the rededication ceremony. The Clerk then informed the Reverend Morgan Llewellyn who said he was able to take part in the ceremony and Mr AA Harries  was going to find out if the local vicars were able to take part or whether they would be involved with local services. 
An email from the Cadet Executive Officer informed the Council that Cadets would be coming from Gwent and Powys in Minibuses and would have buglers with them to play the Last Post. They would arrive at 1000hrs.

The Clerk wrote to PCSO Billy Dunne to request Police assistance in closing the road from Llangorse for an hour during the length of the service.
Wreath laying personnel. Cllr Mrs L Doggett informed the Council that several local people would be laying wreaths as well as the cadets.
Mr AA Harries has informed the Council that Reverend Kelvin Richards was not available for the 19th November 2017 and that the Reverend Alan Jevons was going to inform him if he was available. The Clerk was to inform the Reverend Major General Morgan Llewellyn when he had the details of the service.
The Clerk has arranged for the RBL standard bearer to be there and has handed out the wreaths for Bwlch for the ceremony on 11th November 2017 and also for the Chairman for the Remembrance Sunday service in Crickhowell.
Mr T Sinnett had sent the Council an update on the restoration, including the instructions from CADW who have agreed that the work on the lettering can go ahead under strict conditions, however it was unlikely to be completed before 19th November 2017. 

Mr T and Mr AA Harries have produced posters to publicise the 11th November and the 19th November which will be distributed around Bwlch.

.

Meeting Closed at 2045hrs. 
