 CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 10th August 2017 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs C Morfett, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs K West, FJ Morgan, J Williams and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs K Silk, Mrs R Lewis, Mrs L Doggett and RDH Jackson. 
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations made.
Minutes   of the meeting held at the Bwlch Village Hall on 6th July 2017 were confirmed and signed. 
Matters Arising Annual Meeting 11th May 2017
1. The Clerk informed the Powys County Council’s Elections Officer of the details of the two newly co-opted Community Councillors and had an email acknowledgement on 8th August 2017. 
2. New lists of Community Councillors by wards and appointments were posted on the village notice boards.

Monthly Meeting

1. The next Five Councils Liaison Meeting will be hosted by Llangattock Community Council and Cwmdu and District Community Council will be after Llangattock. No date received yet for the next meeting. The Vale of Grwyney Community Council is holding a meeting on Monday 9th October 2017 (venue tbc) to discuss retrospective planning applications and have invited other members of the Five Councils to attend. Mr Ryan Greaney of the BBNPA has agreed to speak to the Councils about this topic. 
2. Defibrillator Training. An email from the Instructor 18th June 2017 explained the delay in holding training sessions.NTR
Highways
An email from Cllr Mrs K Silk concerned the grass cutting in the Glasfryn Terrace Housing Estate Area. It also addressed the problem of the bracken encroaching on the back garden of the top area of the playground. This is scheduled to be cut back by the Green Fingers contractors and they are contracted to cut the hedge behind the houses in Glasfryn Terrace in early September. 
It was reported that a pole with solar panels on had been erected on the side of the A40 near to the Nantyffin Cider Mill. An email from Cllr Mrs K Silk informed the Councillors that the solar panels on the A40 were experimental detectors for motor bikes to inform people or motorists when a bike was approaching.
The Councillors stated that the anti- skid surface by the Kestrel needed replacing. This has been reported to the Highways Department several times and they have passed it on to the Trunk Road Agency to deal with.
Correspondence
1.Email Charity Commission 19th July 2017 with confirmation of Council’s online submission of the Annual Return for the financial period ended on 31/12/2016 for the Charity – Vedw Wood. 
2.Email BBNPA 27th July 2017 regarding the correspondence sent in Welsh and English.

3.Email PCC 11th July 2017 with a News Release confirming the extension of opening days for the county’s household waste and recycling centres.

4.Letter Chris Davies, MP 19th July 2017 with an invitation to the Council to visit the Palace of Westminster in the near future

5.Letter Brecon Advice Centre August 2017 with the Reports and accounts for 2016/17 and a request for a donation. £100 agreed – Proposed by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block.                      Carried.
6.Email Planning Aid Wales 3rd August 2017 Planning Training for Community & Town Councils
7.Email Cllr Mrs K Silk 5th August 2017 reference a drop in event by Openreach at Brecon Library on Thursday 11th August 2017.

8.Email PCC 10th August 2017 concerning the Powys Well-being Plan  and a link to the current web pages. To be forwarded to Cllrs Mrs JE Block and Mrs K West.
9.Email BBNPA 9th August 2017 Brecon Beacons Ambassador Scheme Autumn 2017.

10.Email Crickhowell Town Council 1st August 2017 with details about Remembrance Sunday parade and wreaths required for local organisations.
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 6th July to 1st August 2017 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent. 
Planning
1. Planning Application 17/14817/FUL – 02/05/2017 – “Side garden room extension” at St Michael’s Close, Cwmdu. BBNPA letter 19/06/2017 gave permission for this development. 
2. Planning Application 17/14879/CON – 22/05/2017 – Proposal: “Variation of Condition 9 of Outline Permission Ref 16/13737/CON to increase the maximum external height of the dwellings above the ground level from 6.8 metres to 7.4 metres (excluding any chimneys). The siting of the plots to be revised and the maximum external dimensions of each dwelling to be 13.3 metres deep and 12.2 metres wide.” at Land Adjoining St John’s Close, Tretower, Nr Crickhowell, Powys. The Clerk wrote to BBNPA on 05/06/2017 with the Council’s comments. BBNPA letter 23/06/2017 gave permission for this development. BBNPA letter Issue No. 2 dated 14/07/2017 gave permission for this development and for 17/14499/REM dated 14/07/2017.
3. Planning Application 17/15136/FUL – 26/07/2017 – “Extension of a single dwelling and associated works” at Fedw Farm Cottage, Cwmdu. The Cwmdu Councillors were holding a site meeting to decide on a response to this application. The Clerk is to reply with the Council’s comments by 16/08/2017.
4.Planning Application 17/15185/FUL – 04/08/2017 – “Proposed renovations to lean to garden store on a Listed Building” at Middle Gaer Farm, Cwmdu. The Clerk is to reply with the Council’s comments by 25/08/2017.

5. Email Planning Aid Wales 02/05/2017 with details of a Free Planning Training workshop for Community and Town Councils in Brecon on Monday 19th June 2017.  Cllrs Mrs K West, Mrs C Morfett and Mrs R Lewis attended this workshop and gave a report of the workshop. Two of the main points were that Councils were advised to look at the planning officers reports when applications had been permitted and it was stated that retrospective applications were treated the same as other applications.
Accounts
1.  Grapevine Newsletter to replace lost cheque - £50.00

2.  War Memorial Restoration Company - £6426.00 (VAT-£1071.00)
3.  Viking Direct - £198.26 (VAT - £33.04)

4.  Brecon Advice Centre - £100.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft and seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block.  Carried.
5. Update to Clerk’s salary and expenses brought forward from the meeting held on 2nd February 2017. The salary increase of £125 annually had been agreed in February 2017. The expenses of £5.00 monthly for telephone and £10.00 monthly for working from home to cover use of Clerk’s computer, broadband and electricity was approved.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs JE Block and seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.

6. Bank Balance  - £7709.73 – Council - £5124.46 Section 106 - £1750.00  Section 106  Grant Money–  £4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to  Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent  - £225.00 Balance of £1750.00.  Section 106 Grant Money needs to be spent on the local community by 27/10/2018. The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £835.27.
Council-£5124.46 / Section 106 - £1750.00 / War memorial -£835.27 = £7709.73
Community Playing Fields and Allotment Society including the CSEG
An email from the Allotment Society invited the members of the Community Council to the Allotment Society’s Open Day on Sunday 10th September 2017 at 1400hrs
Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting reported that the allotment society had held a Special General Meeting and had decided to hold their AGM in January annually and to produce reports for the Council after that each year. She also informed the Council that the society had had permission to extract water from the nearby stream and there would be no need to apply for a borehole. The Clerk was asked to inform the secretary of the address of Mr David Pritchard, PCC valuer who is the Landlord responsible for the Welsh Church Act Land.
The CSEG and working party were going to cutback the hedges around the entrance and the pond at the correct time of year for cutting hedges. The grass contractor has informed the Clerk that the hedge between the playing fields and the Welsh Academy of Art garden needed cutting back. The Clerk spoke to Lee Wright from the Art School about the hedge and Lee was going to check it out and report to the Clerk.
The Clerk wrote and asked the Allotment Society for a copy of its Annual Report and for a copy of the Insurance Certificate. The secretary has asked the Chairman for a copy of the annual report. The Clerk received a copy of a letter from Zurich Insurance confirming that the Cwmdu and District Allotment Society had an Insurance Policy with Zurich until 8th February 2018 that covered Public, Products and Pollution Liability.
Cllr Mrs K West informed the Council that the CSEG had held an educational woodland day in Vedw Wood and 30 people attended the day. She also informed the Council that charcoal would not be produced any more. 

Bwlch War Memorial 
The company has carried out the cleaning phase of the War Memorial Restoration. Mr T Sinnett has informed the Council that he has received an updated method statement for the recutting and enamelling of the letters which he passed to CADW and is waiting for Cadw’s approval before the company goes ahead with phase 2.
Cllr Mrs C Morfett stated that there should be a meeting between the Restoration Committee and the Council to firm up the responsibilities and arrangements. The Clerk wrote to Mr T Sinnett about arranging a meeting.  An email from Pete Harrison also asked for a meeting to firm up arrangements and the date suggested is Monday 4th September 2017 in the New Inn at a time to be confirmed. The attendance should be the sub-committee plus the Bwlch Community Councillors. The Clerk is to inform the members when the time for the meeting has been confirmed. 
Maintenance Contract for the War Memorial. The Clerk read out the maintenance contract details and the Councillors thought that it was too expensive  to agree to and this should be held over to the meeting on 4th September 2017.
The Councillors agreed that they wanted the Clerk as the Poppy Appeal Organiser to order 16 wreaths to be laid for each of the names on the memorial. He was also asked to order one for Bwlch to be laid on the 11th November 2017.

Community Speed Watch
Practice sessions were being arranged in the evenings and the speed watch teams were being organised for Tretower and Bwlch and other dates were being arranged. The Police Sgt was keen to co-ordinate Community Speed Watch Sessions in all the villages. More volunteers were required especially in Cwmdu. 
Bwlch Playground Improvements
Mr Butcher, the outdoor recreation officer has replaced the swing seats in the playground. 
Meeting Closed at 2045hrs. 
