CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on 5 July 2018 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs L Doggett, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs S O’ Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There was an apology from Cllr J Williams. 
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda.  No declarations were received.
Minutes of the meetings held at the Tretower Village Hall on 7 June 2018 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising     There were no matters arising.
Five Councils Liaison Meeting

1. The Five Councils Liaison Meeting. The Cwmdu & District Community Council is to host the next liaison meeting on Thursday 19th July 2018 in the Bwlch Village Hall at 1900hrs. Refreshments were to be arranged as well.
2. Draft Agenda included:- PCSO Billy Dunne, 8058 to give an update on the Neighbourhood Policing Team in the Five Councils Area, Energy Local Club, Crickhowell – A Presentation by Peter Blood, Director Llangattock Green Valleys. Accompanied by Gareth Ellis of the Green Valleys community organisation. Revised Electronic Planning Application Consultation Review with BBNPA (Crickhowell Town Council) and also this item is requested by the Vale of Grwyney Community Council. Llangynidr Bridge (Cllr RDH Jackson). A draft agenda was sent to all Councillors with the Minutes / Agenda for the July Meeting.
3. Refreshments were going to be organised by the Chairman of the Bwlch Village Hall Committee.
Highways / Playgrounds

Playgrounds. The Clerk met Mrs R Lewis on Monday 2nd July 2018 in Bwlch and decided on the equipment she wanted from the HAGS catalogue. She also handed £1005 to the Clerk who banked it in the Council account as a donation from the proceeds of the fete towards the cost of playground equipment. The Clerk spoke to the sales team from HAGS and unfortunately, the main piece of playground equipment selected by Mrs R Lewis was too expensive when the delivery charge was included at a total of £4097 + VAT. The Clerk suggested a cheaper option for a slide to suit 2-8 year old children which Mrs R Lewis thought would be suitable. The cost was £3127.30 + VAT including delivery. The available money for the improvements to the playground is £1005 donation £1750 Section 106 grant money to be used on community projects = £2755 leaving a shortfall of £372.3. The Clerk spoke to Stephen Butcher, the Powys Outdoor Recreation Officer and he agreed to install the equipment, saving the HAGS installation charge of £1040 per day.
It is proposed that the Clerk order the slide for the Bwlch Play ground using the Section 106 grant money and £1005 donation and the Council would make up the shortfall of £372.3 from its reserve funds.
Proposed by Cllr  FJ Morgan and seconded by Cllr  Mrs HG Sweeting.  Carried.
The Clerk informed the Council that the Outdoor Recreation Officer had assured him that orders of playground equipment under £5000 did not need to go to tender. He had also asked for the equipment to be delivered to the Bwlch Village Hall and his contractor would collect it from there to install it.

Cllr FJ Morgan had raised the problems of the speed that vehicles came into Bwlch from Brecon and  Crickhowell. The Clerk wrote to the Trunk Road Agency to investigate the possibility of improving the signage at the entrance to Bwlch. He asked if there could be a 40mph sign at the warning distance before the 30mph speed limit sign that could help to slow drivers down at the approach to Bwlch. The Clerk had a reply from the North and Mid Wales Trunk Road Agent, which he read out to the Council. A second letter dated 15th June 2018 informed the Council that a new three year Speed Limit Review was being carried out at over 600 sites on all trunk roads in Wales. The Council’s comments will be taken into account when this section of the A40 is reviewed.
The Clerk had had a query from a Tretower Resident about the footpath between Tretower and the Gaer which is blocked and the culvert needs unblocking to allow the water to flow under the road. It has been reported to the National Park who is sending a warden to deal with it. The Clerk is to check what action has been taken by the Warden. It was also reported that the Green Lane was completely blocked and the Clerk is to report that to the Rights of Way Officer.
Cllr RDH Jackson reported that the priority sign by the pinch point at the entrance to Bwlch on the Llangorse road was completely covered up by hedges. The Clerk wrote to the Highways Department and reported this to Allun Jones (Highways Operations), however Allun informed the Clerk that a new contact was the Supervisor for Bwlch and Cwndu and he had passed on the Clerk’s message for action. 
A Bwlch resident reported to the Clerk that the wall by the footpath to the Gate Shop was dangerous and the roots from the hedge were pushing the stones out. She also said that the hedge clippings had not been picked up.

Another point reported to the Clerk was that one of the street lights in the new houses was not working and this had been reported several times.

The Highways department are to be informed that the sign opposite  Buckland Drive is very misleading as drivers going to Llangorse take the first turning right into Buckland Drive and not the correct turning by the Gate Shop.

Correspondence

1. Email One Voice Wales 13th June 2018 with an amendment to the Model Standing Orders 2018 (Wales) which had been sent to the Councillors on 12th June 2018. The Clerk handed out copies of the amendment to the Councillors.
2. Letter 27th June 2018 from Mrs Diane Jackson representing the Bwlch and Cathedine WI and concerned the NFWI-Wales Natural Heritage Tree Project to Preserve, Protect and Plant Urban Trees. There were several questions addressed to the Community Council asking about the Council’s Role in maintaining and managing the trees in the Council area, the Council’s tree strategy, the plans for trees in the community and whether there were any tree preservation orders in the Community area and also whether there were any planning applications affecting trees in the community area.

There was a lengthy discussion about this letter and the Clerk is to write and get advice from the following organisations:  Forestry Commission for Wales, Woodland Trust, the CSEG and he would speak to Gareth Ellis at the Five Councils Liaison Meeting on 19th  July 2018.

3. Letter 26th June 2018 One Voice Wales – Annual Meeting of the Brecon and Radnor Area Committee will be held on Friday 16th July 2018 at Talgarth Town Hall.
4. Email 25th June 2018 One Voice Wales – Workshop 17th July 2018 at Llandrindod Wells –a practical insight for CTC’s on working together to help delivery of local well-being plans.
5. Email 28th June 2018 PCC – well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act. A list of well-being goals for Wales and well-being in Powys.

6. Email 20th June 2018 Welsh Government with the June Newsletter on behalf of the Independent Review Panel for the Review of Community and Town Councils.
7. Email 18th June 2018 Welsh Government with the Town and Community Council pro formas to be used to complete the publication of remunerations for the community council as per Annex 4 of the Panel’s annual report.

8. Letter undated Crickhowell Health Focus Group meeting on 26th June 2018 in Llangattock.

Cllrs Mrs K Silk and Mrs JE Block gave the Council a report on the current state on the situation in Maesyffynnon Day Centre and stated that it would continue as it was for some time but the future was not certain.

9. Email 5th July 2018 BBNPA with LDP (Adopted December 2013) Consultation for local Development Plan Documents available for public consultation for 8 weeks from 5th July – 30th August 2018.

10. Email 5th July 2018 One Voice Wales with the Latest Newsletter from the Police and Crime Commissioner Dafydd Llywelyn.

11.  Email 6th July 2018 One Voice Wales with information about the Woodland Trust who is organising a Wales Tree of the Year competition. Nominations are currently open until 6th August 2018. 
12.  Email 5th July 2018 One Voice Wales – Planning Requirements in respect of the use of private sewerage in new developments. Publication of Circular 008/2018.

13. Email 5th July 2018 Mencap Cymru National Poster for Mencap Cymru Big Tea Party.

14. Email 5th July 2018 One Voice Wales Summer Newsletter Older Peoples Commissioner for Wales.

15. Email 1st May 2018 Charity Commission – new annual return (AR17) service was available and the annual return for Vedw Wood was due. Email 18th June 2018 Charity Commission confirmed receipt of the annual return for the FY ended on 31/12/2017. 
The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 8th to 26th June 2018 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
 1. Enforcement Appeal – Ty Gwellt, Cwmdu. – APP/P9502/C/18/3195550 dated 11/04/2018. Appeal by Mr Sam Stinchcombe, Ty Gwellt, Cwmdu. The Council was consulted as one of the Appeal Grounds is Ground A (Deemed Planning Application). A letter dated 14/06/2018 from the Enforcement Officer informed the Council that the Welsh Ministers had appointed an Inspector to determine the appeal. A public Inquiry / Hearing will be held on 17/18 July in the main conference room at the BBNPA Offices in Brecon. The Clerk informed the Councillors by email on 19/06/2018 to see if anyone wanted to attend the hearing.
2. Planning Application – 18/16074/FUL – 02/05/2018 – “Conversion of the first floor area of an existing outbuilding to residential accommodation at “Ty Llys,” Farm, Tretower.” The Planning Officer agreed an extension until 8th June 2018 to reply. The Clerk applied to BBNPA for copies of the A3 plans for the meeting and had to pay £4.50 for 3 plans and postage. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 7th June 2018 with the Council’s Comments.
3. Planning Application – 18/16109/FUL – 17/05/2018 – “Removal of existing window and door to create one opening.” At 3 Heol Las Barns, Cathedine.  The Planning Officer agreed an extension until 8th June 2018 to reply. The Clerk applied to BBNPA for copies of the A3 plans for the meeting and had to pay £5.50 for 4 plans and postage. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 7th June 2018 with the Council’s comments. An email from BBNPA dated 4th July 2018 gave permission for this development.
4. There was a query about the planning application at Coed Y Bryn, Bwlch. The application was dated 17/11/2017 and the Council sent its comments on 08/12/2017. The Clerk was to write and find out what the delay was in providing a result to the applicant and the Council.
Accounts

1. External Audit.  The Annual Return had been signed and the Council’s Annual Return with the additional information requested was sent to the external auditor on 14th June 2018 in time for the Audit date of 18th June 2018. 
2. The Clerk had banked the donation of £1005 from the village fete and this was to be used towards the cost of the new equipment for the Bwlch Playground.

3. Bank Balance  -  £10793.54  –  Council - £7061.90   Playground Donation - £1005.00 Section 106  -  £1750  Section 106  Grant Money  - £4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent - £225.00 Balance of £1750 Section 106 Grant Money needs to be spent on the local community by 27/10/2018. The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £976.64.

Council - £7061.90 / Section 106 - £1750.00 / War Memorial - £976.64 / Playground - £1005.00  = £10793.54.
Community  Playing Fields and Allotment Society including the CSEG
Access to playing fields by campsite residents. The Clerk wrote and informed David Pritchard of the Council’s decision to maintain the existing arrangements. The Clerk was to also write to the owner of the campsite to explain the Council’s decision.
The Clerk checked on one of the Councillors concerns about liability insurance. The reply from the Insurance Company informed the Council that if a member of the public had an accident, which had resulted from poor maintenance of the playing fields, the council would be liable. If the injury was not a result of any negligence from the Council, e.g. just a poor tackle from a game of football, then the Council would not be held responsible.
Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting asked when the roof to the outdoor classroom was going to be repaired. The Clerk was informed that the person who had given the price of £300 to refelt the roof had changed his mind and has said he would give another price to carry out the work in September. The Councillors stated  that the Council should look for other quotes.
Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting informed the Council that the Allotment Society would be running a plant stall at the Cwmdu show on the 14th July 2018. Donations of plants would be very welcome.

Bwlch War Memorial
The Clerk had emailed Mr T Sinnett for an update on the improvements to the Bwlch War Memorial. Mr T Sinnett had been abroad and emailed the Clerk on his return with an update, including a copy of the Method Statement. The Method Statement is quite straight forward but the second part – documented evidence may be a little more complicated and it may be necessary to draft a legal document to ratify our signatory positions. The Clerk explained this to the Councillors to have their approval if it is necessary to draft a legal document.
Mr T Sinnett had talked with the contractor who has assured him that the lettering works should be completed this month.
General Data Protection Regulation
The GDPR toolkit provides a number of practical tools to assist councils with GDPR compliance, in the form of an Action Plan Checklist and a data audit questionnaire, in addition to templates for privacy notices and consent forms. The Councillors agreed that there was a great deal of work to do and the Clerk was authorised to seek outside help in carrying out this work. The Clerk received specimen privacy notices from the Llangattock Clerk and adapted them for use by the Cwmdu and District Community Council.
Council Document Retention and Disposal Policy – agreed at the Community Council Meeting 7th June 2012. The policy on documents no longer relevant is that they are to be disposed of – documents of historical interest are to be retained.
GDPR Toolkit for Local Councils – February 2018 – Part 4, page 24, paragraph 28.1. Councils need to decide how long to keep information, including register of councillors’ interests and councillor contact details, Electoral Rolls, correspondence with residents, information about staff, contractors’ details, allotment tenants and a range of other personal data, typically held by councils.
The Clerk is holding many boxes of correspondence from the meetings since 2006 when he took over as Clerk plus a range of other correspondence, which can be disposed of. Box-it Wales & Severn based in Glanusk Park is an Industrial document shredder company. Documents shredded can be verified by the Clerk and disposal certificates will be issued by Box-it. The Councillors agreed that the Clerk could use Box –it to shred Council documents that were no longer needed.
Council Vacancy Notice for Co-option
The Clerk informed the Deputy Returning Officer of the recent resignations from the Council and posted notices of the vacancies in the village Notice Boards. A letter from the Deputy Returning Officer dated 25th May 2018 stated that no applications for elections had been received and the Community Council was authorised to go ahead and co-opt individuals to fill the vacancies.
The Clerk was to post co-option notices in the village notice boards. He was also to write and thank the ones who had resigned for their service on the Council. The Council now has three vacancies with permission from PCC to co-opt to fill the vacancies. 
The Clerk had received a letter from a Cwmdu resident asking for information regarding the Council vacancies. The timing was difficult as the next meeting is to host the Five Councils liaison Meeting and there is a meeting booked for August but it is usually hoped that the August meeting could be cancelled. The Clerk is to reply explaining this and to send the relevant information regarding the rules to become a Community Councillor.
Meeting Closed at 2020Hrs

