CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on 5th April 2018 at 1900hrs.
Present were Acting Chairman Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs JE Block, Mrs L Doggett, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, J Williams, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs C Morfett, Mrs HG Sweeting and Mrs R Lewis. 
Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda.  No declarations were received.
PCSO 8058 Billy Dunne

PCSO Billy Dunne attended the Council meeting and gave a report on activities in the Council area. He handed out copies of Crickhowell Neighbourhood Policing Updates. He discussed the Community Speedwatch scheme in the area and informed the Councillors that he and PCSO Lee Garrett were looking to set up Neighbourhood Watch schemes in suitable areas. He encouraged the Councillors to sign up to the Dyfed Powys Community Messaging Service (DPCM) to be made aware of incidents in the area – sign up at www.dpcm.co.uk. The Councillors congratulated Billy Dunne on having been voted in as “Dyfed-Powys Community PCSO “Police Forces We Care Award.”
Minutes of the meeting held at the Cwmdu Village Hall on 1st February 2018 were confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising

1. The Five Councils Liaison Meeting. The Cwmdu & District Community Council is to host the next liaison meeting on Thursday 19th July 2018 in the Bwlch Village Hall at 1900hrs.
2. Agenda item from Five Councils Meeting – Hazards of Llangynidr Bridge. The Llangynidr Community Council Meeting on 27th March 2018 was attended by Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, RDH Jackson and the Clerk. A joint meeting on the bridge with the Highways Department was to be arranged by the Llangynidr Clerk.

3. A479 Tretower Drainage Repair and upgrade – Drop in Session for the public in the Tretower Village Hall on 15th February 2018 between 1200hrs and 2000hrs.

4. A letter dated 29th March 2018 from Colin Jones, Head of Delivery and Operations for the Network Management Division for Transport had an update on the issues raised on the 15th February 2018. Two years of monitoring the trial 50mph speed limit on the A479 showed a 22.5% reduction in collisions and a 1.7mph reduction in vehicle speeds. The vehicle Activated Sign near the Kestrel Inn had been replaced. When the drainage works in Tretower had been completed resurfacing the road through the village would be carried out. A three year Speed Limit Review is looking at road safety issues at over 600 sites on all trunk roadsin Wales. The results of the review will be made available online.
Highways / Playgrounds

Playgrounds. Cllr Mrs R Lewis had looked at suitable items of equipment and a meeting needed to be arranged with the Outdoor Recreation Officer and the representative from HAGS – the company supplying the playground equipment. The Clerk was to liaise with Cllr Mrs R Lewis before the next meeting to confirm the arrangements.

CCllr Mrs K Silk arranged a meeting with the Cabinet Member for Highways at Bwlch and discussed improvements to cut the speed down of cars driving in and out on the Llangorse road. Liam Fitzpatrick was to send a report to CCllr Mrs K Silk. The Clerk informed him of the name of the owner of the land with the overhanging brambles blocking the footpath. Cllr Mrs K Silk informed the Councillors that since the meeting
In Bwlch, Liam Fitzpatrick had been moved from his appointment as Cabinet Member for Highways and some of the promised improvements may take longer to get done.

Correspondence

1. Email 28/03/2018 One Voice Wales – March 2018 News Bulletin.

2. Email 08/03/2018 CCllr Mrs Jackie Charlton with an update on the Maesyffynnon Day Centre.

3. Email 01/02/2018 Powys Teaching Health Board with confirmation of 2018’s meeting dates and minutes of Crickhowell Health Focus Group meeting held on 5th December 2017 and area plan dated 13th February 2018. Email 07/03/2018 further to the meeting on 07/03/2018 with attached Out of Hours Newsletter.

4. Email 28/03/2018 Brecon Beacons Tourist Information Centre in Brecon is now closed and details of other Tourist Information Centres.

5. Email 04/04/2018 PAVO E-briefing April 2018.

6. Email 03/04/2018 BBNPA Planning Register for week 23/03/2018.
7. Email 06/03/2018 Llangattock Community Council Clerk informing the Five Councils that they were going to book New Councillor Training for all new Councillors and requested bids from other Councils.

8. Email 03/04/2018 One Voice Wales’s response to the Community and Town Council Review.

Several letters with requests for donations were discussed and it was agreed that a donation of £100 would be sent to the Wales Air Ambulance Charity.

The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails / letters received from 7th February to 27th March 2018 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
1. Planning Application 18/15774/FUL – 05/02/2018 – “Retention of material change of use of land to include storage and processing of hardwood logs to firewood” at Heol Las Farm, Cathedine, Bwlch. The Clerk read out the letter sent on 02/03/2018 to BBNPA with the Council’s comments. BBNPA email 12/03/2018 with a decision letter giving permission for this development.
2. The Clerk was to bring the planning application paperwork relating to Heol Draw to the next meeting. It was noted that this application had been a listed building consent dated 13/03/2009.
3. Email 14/03/2018 BBNPA helpdesk with an attached letter regarding future communications between councils and the planning department. With effect from 01/05/2018 the planning department will only send an email informing councils of the details of a planning application within the council area. Planning applications will be available to view on the BBNPA website and a link to the website will be provided. Clerks will have to print off all documents or plans necessary for the Councillors to consult on the applications. It was decided that the Clerk should forward the emails from the BBNPA to all Councillors so that they could review the documents and plans before the Council meetings.
Accounts

1. One Voice Wales Annual Subscription - £146.00

2. Viking Direct (Balance of February Order) - £7.16 – VAT - £1.19
3. R Doak – Expenses and Stationery Allowance - £345.25

4. Wales Air Ambulance Charity - £100.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson.  Carried.

5. Annual Audit 2017-2018. The Audit themes for this year’s annual audit are – Effectiveness of Internal Audit and Use of Reserves. A letter from the external auditor has informed the council that the Annual Returns will arrive late this year.

6.  Bank Balance  -  £7391.04  –  Council - £4664.40  Section 106  -  £1750  Section 106  Grant Money  -

£4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent - £225.00 Balance of £1750 Section 106 Grant Money needs to be spent on the local  community by 27/10/2018. The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £976.64.

Council - £4664.40 / Section 106 - £1750.00 / War Memorial - £976.64 - £7391.04.

Community  Playing Fields and Allotment Society including the CSEG

The Clerk informed the CSEG that PCC had approved the proposed request to build a stone wall in the entrance to the allotments. PCC would then welcome confirmation if the initiative went ahead so that he could formally update the Council’s consent. 

Email from Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting informed the Council that the trees on the drive had been cut back and the remaining hedges were to be cut on Thursday 5th April 2018. She also asked when the roof to the outdoor classroom was to be repaired.

The Clerk is to inform the Allotment Society Treasurer that the rent for the allotments was due on the 1st April 2018.

Bwlch War Memorial

There was a complaint from a Bwlch resident about the untidy wreaths around the memorial. The Clerk went and cleared them up and swept around the memorial.
The Clerk met with Mr Sinnett on Monday 8th January 2018 and finalised the paperwork required by CADW to agree the Terms and Conditions to claim the funding in relation to the Bwlch War memorial. Mr Sinnett prepared the packet of papers required  by CADW and forwarded a copy to the Clerk for the Council’s files. Mr Sinnett enquired with the Clerk whether any grant money had been received from CADW but nothing had been received yet. The War Memorial fund stands at £976.64.

The total funding allocated in the original grant offer remains unchanged at £5348. The original estimate from the War Memorial Company was £9168, which has gone up since then (February 2016). The bill of £6426 (VAT - £1071) was paid in August 2017 and the estimated bill for the lettering is £4000.

Review of Community & Town Councils

The Clerk sent the Council response to the Review Panel on 30th January 2018.

An email from One Voice Wales 3rd April 2018 had the OVW response to the review attached to the email. It reflected the views of member councils of One Voice Wales across Wales.

General Data Protection Regulation

An email from One Voice Wales 26/02/2018 had a GDPR Toolkit for Local Councils dated February 2018 which was produced by the National Association of Local Councils. It was 63 pages long and covered everything from the key changed to the roles of Data Protection Officers (DPO). 
As a public body, the Council is required to ensure that the requirements of the regulation are in place within the Council by 25th May 2018. The Clerk had sent all Councillors a copy of this email.
Councils are to appoint a Data Control Officer who is to enter into a contract with the Data Processor who had certain obligations to process the personal data only on the documented instructions of the DPO. Councils are to design privacy notices and examples are listed in the toolkit.
There was a discussion about the Council’s responsibilities and the Clerk informed the Councillors that he had canvassed opinion amongst the other council clerks in the Five Councils Liaison Group. The other councils were in similar situations as Cwmdu and District and needed to appoint a DPO. One Council is waiting for advice from the Society of Local Council Clerks and Cwmdu and District is going to ask OVW for advice regarding the requirements for small councils. One of the local councils has suggested employing a DPO in the same way the councils employ internal auditors and one local council is appointing one of their Councillors as their DPO.
Financial Management and Governance in Local Councils & Audit 2017/18

Report from 2016/17 audits showed that over 170 councils had a qualified audit opinion and over 80 councils failed to comply with the statutory timetable for publishing the audited accounting statements. For the 2017-18 audit, auditors will focus on how councils manage their reserves and how councils comply with legislative requirements related to gratuity payments and grants paid under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.
Review of the Electoral Arrangements of the County of Powys

The Clerk handed out copies of the relevant pages in the Draft Proposals Report dated February 2018 that concerned the Cwmdu and District Community Council. The Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales proposed that the Bwlch ward should combine with the community of Llangors and that the Cwmdu and Tretower wards should combine with the existing Crickhowell electoral ward. It was also noted that although these proposals would see parts of Cwmdu and District Community included within two electoral wards, it did not make proposals to change the Cwmdu and District Community Council area or it’s electoral arrangements.

Council Vacancy Notice for Co-option

An email 15th January 2018 from the Deputy Returning Officer informed the Council that she had not received a request for an election to fill the vacancy. The Council is now required to fill the vacancy by co-option and specimen notices were included which the Clerk is to post in the village notice boards.

Meeting Closed at 2050Hrs

