CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on 4 October 2018 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs L Doggett, Cllrs Mrs S O’ Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, J Williams, CJ Morris, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs JE Block and Mrs HG Sweeting.
Cllr CJ Morris was welcomed to the Council and he signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Clerk gave him a welcome pack with useful information.

Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were received.
Minutes of the meeting held at the Tretower Village Hall on 6 September 2018 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising
1. Public attendance at meeting on 6th September 2018. Several local residents attended the meeting on 6th September 2018 to make comments about a planning application that was going to be discussed by the Councillors. Several members of the public were given a limited amount of time to make their points and left before the Councillors discussed the application. There was a query about this and the Clerk wrote to the One Voice Wales Development Officer for Mid and West Wales to ask for advice. There was a lengthy reply from OVW and the Development Officer stated that we were correct in our procedures and had applied the rules in the Good Councillors Guide regarding the Councillor who declared an interest and left the meeting and also by allowing the public time to speak. He stated, however that it was not correct to ask them to leave when the application was discussed by the Councillors. There was nothing confidential about this, as the plans would already have been published by the planning authority.
2. Llangynidr Bridge. An email from the Llangynidr Community Council Clerk informed the Council that Llangynidr CC had had a meeting and the bridge was mentioned by County Councillor Mrs Rosemarie Harris but Powys County Council was not yet ready to discuss the possible improvements.

3. Tree Strategy. This concerned the letter from Mrs Diane Jackson which had been read out at the July meeting. It concerned the NFWI-Wales Natural Heritage Tree Project to Preserve, Protect and Plant urban trees. The Clerk wrote to the following organisations for advice:- The Woodland Trust, Natural Resources Wales, The CSEG and Gareth Ellis Green Valleys Llangattock. He read out the reply received from the Woodland Trust.
The Chairman Cllr Mrs L Doggett gave a report about this WI Tree Project, which started in 2017, and an annual review was held at Broneirion, Llandinam, Powys on 4th October 2018.  In the last 12 months our WI have identified a variety of locations to plant trees, measured and entered a selection of tree species on the official website, contacted and involved local groups  and businesses such as  the Playgroup, Choir, Garden Association, Bwlch Crafters and Yoga, Buckland Hall and The Welsh Venison Centre to become involved with planting and our tree decorating fest for Christmas. We will be holding an ongoing display and updates in Bwlch Village Hall, a special “Treefest”display at the Christmas Bazaar and a display day at the close of the project in 2019. We aim to involve the local press and we are already raising awareness in the local community of the aims and importance of the project.

4. New Councillor Training at Llangattock. Llangattock CC had a bill for £420 and the VoG CC and Cwmdu and District had not yet received invoices for the training from LlangattockCC.   
Highways / Playgrounds
Playgrounds.. The Clerk ordered a slide to suit 2-8 year old children. The cost was £3127.30 + VAT including delivery. The available money for the improvements to the playground is £1005 donation £1750 Section 106 grant money to be used on community projects = £2755 leaving a shortfall of £372.3. The Clerk spoke to Stephen Butcher, the Powys Outdoor Recreation Officer and he agreed to install the equipment, saving the HAGS installation charge of £1040 per day.  He had also asked for the equipment to be delivered to the Bwlch Village Hall and his contractor would collect it from there to install it.

The slide would be delivered on 9/10 October 2018 which was three weeks later than promised. The Clerk spoke to the accounts department at HAGS and agreed to send the cheque prior to delivery to ensure that the Council did not lose the section 106 grant money of £1750. Cllr J Williams handed the Clerk a cheque for £120 which was money collected in the New Inn towards the cost of the slide, reducing the net cost to the Council to £252.30.
Highways. The Clerk had a meeting with Mr Barry Pearce, our new Highways Supervisor for Bwlch and Cwmdu on 20th July 2018. He went around the Council area with him pointing out various problems that needed fixing. These included :-
Bwlch. The pinchpoint near the new houses has the priority sign which is difficult to see because of the overhanging trees. The wall by the footpath to the Gate Shop has brambles overhanging the wall which does not look very safe. The sign for Llangorse is badly sited as lots of traffic turn into Buckland Drive rather than the correct turning for Llangorse. These points were also reported by email on 16 July 2018.

An email from Dean Williams, Route Manager (SE) informed the Council that there would be road closures on the A479 from the 22-26 October 2018. An email from WAG has details of a consultation about unadopted roads in our Council area.
Correspondence

1.Email 18th June 2018 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales with a pro forma to be used by the Council for completion of the publication of remuneration for our Council to be completed by 30th September 2018. The Clerk sent the completed pro forma which showed a nil return for the Council. An email from the IRP mailbox 21st September 2018 confirmed receipt of the return. Estimates for Precept for 2019/2020 will be required at the November meeting.
2.Letter 27th September 2018 Treasurer Cwmdu Eisteddfod asking for financial support.- £200 agreed.

3.Letter 27th September 2018 Chairman Discover Llangorse and Bwlch Group asking for £50 as a contribution towards the cost of producing the Grapevine and giving 20 copies to Cwmdu and Tretower. £50 agreed.

4. Letter July 2018 Brecon Advice Centre thanking the Council for its past support and asking for financial help. £100 agreed.

It is proposed that the following donations are approved by the Council:- Cwmdu Eisteddfod - £200, Grapevine -£50, Brecon Advice Centre - £100.

Proposed by Cllr JF Morgan and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried

5.Email 20th September 2018 Chair Civic Society with details of a new grant funding program which has been established. The suggestion is that the Five Councils with local community groups could develop a local project to serve the youth of all our communities for example a skateboard.
6.Email 13th September 2018 PCC regarding the possibility of introducing Dog Banning Orders at specific and identified problem areas of Service Managed Land. This course of action is being undertaken to counter persistent unreasonable behaviour by some dog owners which is affecting the quality of life for a number of local communities. Comments to the Outdoor Recreation officer by 31st October 2018.
7.Email 21st September 2018 Powys Teaching Health Board with details of the latest 111/OOH Bulletin. This confirms that they are ready to implement the NHS 111 Wales telephone number across Powys from 3rd  October 2018. Posters for the notice boards will be displayed.

8.Email 3rd October WAG informing the Council that Independent Review Panel had completed its review on the future of the Community and Town Council Sector in Wales. Their final report has been presented to the Cabinet Secretary for Local Government and Public Services. The report can be read on the government website address – https://gov.wales/topics/localgovernment/communitytowncoubcils/review-of-community-town-council-sector/?lang=en  Cllr Mrs K Silk handed out three copies of the report.
9.Email 14th September 2018 Registration Team Information Commissioners Office confirming receipt of the Councils Payment of £40 for the Council’s Registration and enclosing the Councils Certificate valid until 11th September 2019.
10.Letter September 2018 Royal Mail Freepost Scam Mail alerting the Council to raise awareness of scam mail in our local community. Poster to be displayed.

11.Consultation Pack August 2018 Powys Teaching Health Board with information for stakeholders concerning Provision of Adult Thoracic Surgery and Chest and Lung operations for Adults in South Wales.

The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails/ letters received from 24th August to 29th September 2018 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
 1. Planning Application – 18/16345/FUL – 06/08/2018 – “Provision of glazed enclosure to existing external eating area to provide improved shop / cafe facilities and to allow greater flexibility in the products sold, currently restricted by conditions 13 and 15 of 06/00052/FUL and to allow for a 50/50% Split A1/A3 use.” At Middlewood Farm, Bwlch. The Clerk paid £5.50 for the A3 size maps to be sent to the Council to assist with the consultation. A reply was required by 27/08/2018 however, there was no Community Council meeting until 06/09/2018 and the Clerk spoke to the Planning Officer who agreed an extension until 06/09/2018.
Several interested parties attended the meeting to make points about the planning application. The Councillors allocated a set time for individuals to speak and four of them spoke for several minutes each. Cllr Mrs L Doggett and the local residents then left the meeting so that the Councillors could discuss the application. The Clerk read out the email / letter sent to BBNPA on 06/09/2018 with the Council’s comments.
2.  Planning Application – 18/16359/FUL – 10/07/2018 – “New open-fronted barn for over-wintering cattle, lambing and storage of fodder” at Land at Cwmdu Fields. The Clerk applied to BBNPA for copies of the plans and had to pay £4.50 for the plans and postage. The Clerk replied to BBNPA with the Councils comments by 02/08/2018. BBNPA letter dated 02/10/2018 gave permission for this development.

3. There was a query about the planning application at Coed Y Bryn, Bwlch. The application was dated 17/11/2017 and the Council sent its comments on 08/12/2017. The Clerk wrote on 16/07/2018 to find out what the delay was in providing a result to the applicant but the Council had not yet had a reply.
Accounts
1.Clerk’s Annual Salary - £3400.00

2.HMRC Income Tax - £850.00

3 6 Months.Stationery Allowance - £100 and Clerk 6 Months Expenses £235.80 - £335.80

4.Cwmdu Eisteddfod - £200.00

5.Discover Llangorse and Bwlch Group – Grapevine - £50.00

6.Brecon Advice Centre - £100.00
Proposed by Cllr Mrs L Doggett and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson.  Carried.
7. External Audit.  The  Clerk posted copies of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit on 13th September 2018 and  displayed them for 14 Days. The bill for the external audit is £225.75 plus VAT but the Council has not received the bill yet. The External Audit for 2019 will concentrate on compliance to standing orders and delegation to committees.
8. Mandates to delete six Councillors who had resigned from the account and to add three new Councillors as signatories on to the Council’s account had to be signed. The Clerk would deliver them to Nat West in Abergavenny. The new signatories had to complete individual banking forms and take them to the bank with proof of identification. The new Councillors to be added as authorised signatories are: Cllrs Mrs L Doggett, Mrs S O’Brien and J Williams.
It is proposed that the Clerk take the mandate forms to NAT West Bank, Abergavenny to delete 6 members who had resigned from the Council and to add 3 new Councillors to be authorised signatories for the Council.

Proposed by Cllr FJK Morgan and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried.

9. Bank Balance  -  £9331.13  –  Council - £3650.49  Section 106  Grant Money  - £4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent - £225.00 Bwlch Playground - £1750 Balance - NIL. The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £5680.64.

Council - £3650.49    War Memorial - £5680.64    = £9331.13   Section 106 Grant Money – NIL balance.
Playing Fields and Allotments
An email from Stefhan Caddick thanked the Councillors for giving him permission to carry out rehearsals for an improvised sound performance in the playing fields on 22 September 2018.

An email from Lee Slattery at the Welsh Academy of Art in Cwmdu has asked the Council for permission to move the wooden structure in the playing fields to the children’s school in Llangattock. There was a long discussion about this and a previous request to move the wooden structure when the Cwmdu School closed was mentioned. The decision not to move it at that time was made by Powys County Council as it was classed as PCC property. It was decided that the Clerk should write and inform the PCC property manager of the request to move the wooden structure.
An email from Mrs Lewis queried whether her husband was going to get the contract to felt the roof of the wooden structure and because of the request to move the wooden structure which was to be decided by PCC the question of repairing the roof was held over until the November meeting. The Clerk was to inform Mrs Lewis and Lee Slattery.
Bwlch War Memorial

The lettering works to the Bwlch War memorial had been completed. The Clerk has not yet received the bill from the War Memorial Restoration Company yet but the war memorial fund now stands at £5680.64. A council letter to Terry Sinnett will be sent when everything has been finalised.
Council Vacancies for Bwlch and Tretower
A candidate has come forward to be a Community Councillor for Bwlch. Mr Simon Brookes was unanimously co-opted to be a Community Councillor for the Bwlch Ward of the Cwmdu and District Community Council. The Clerk was to write and inform him and invite him to the November Meeting.
There is still a vacancy for the Tretower Ward.
Meeting Closed at 2015Hrs

