CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 1 November 2018 at 1900hrs.
Present were Chairman Cllr Mrs L Doggett, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs HG Sweeting, Mrs S O’ Brien, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, J Williams, CJ Morris, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There was an apology from Mr Simon Brookes.

Declarations of Interest

Receive any declarations from Councillors with an interest relating to the business on the agenda. No declarations were received.
Minutes of the meeting held at the Bwlch Village Hall on 4 October 2018 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising
1. Llangynidr Bridge. An email from the Llangynidr Community Council Clerk informed the Council that Llangynidr CC had had a meeting and the bridge was mentioned by County Councillor Mrs Rosemarie Harris but Powys County Council was not yet ready to discuss the possible improvements. There was nothing new to report.
2. Tree Strategy. This concerned the letter from Mrs Diane Jackson which had been read out at the July meeting. It concerned the NFWI-Wales Natural Heritage Tree Project to Preserve, Protect and Plant urban trees. The Clerk wrote to the following organisations for advice:- The Woodland Trust, Natural Resources Wales, The CSEG and Gareth Ellis Green Valleys Llangattock. He read out the reply received from the Woodland Trust. There was a reply from Gareth Ellis who was away but would respond on his return on 6th November 2018.
The Chairman Cllr Mrs L Doggett updated the Councillors on progress in planting trees. Two packs of trees had been ordered comprising of woodland and hedgerow which should arrive in March 2019. Several locations had been selected to plant these trees including Middlewood Farm, near the village hall and the triangular piece of land in front of the village hall car park.
3.. New Councillor Training at Llangattock. Llangattock CC had a bill for £420 and the VoG CC and Cwmdu and District had not yet received invoices for the training from LlangattockCC.  
4. Land Fill Disposals Tax – Communities Scheme. A letter from Crickhowell and District Civic Society suggested that the Five Councils could work with local community groups to develop a project for the local community. A Skate Board Park was one suggestion. The Chairman is looking for support from the local Community Councils and offers of help to join a working party to set up an application for funding for the scheme. The Councillors agreed to support the scheme and the Clerk is to inform the Civic Society Chairman.
5. The Clerk handed out Councillor Privacy Notices to all Councillors for their information and to comply with the Data Protection Regulations. He also handed out copies of the meeting dates and locations for the Community Council meetings in 2019.                                                                
Highways / Playgrounds
The slide for the Bwlch Playground was delivered on 10 October 2018 which was three weeks later than promised. The Clerk spoke to the accounts department at HAGS and agreed to send the cheque prior to delivery to ensure that the Council did not lose the section 106 grant money of £1750. Cllr J Williams handed the Clerk a cheque for £120 which was money collected in the New Inn towards the cost of the slide, reducing the net cost to the Council to £252.30. The Outdoor Recreation Officer, PCC and his contractor moved the slide in its boxes to the playground on 16 October 2018 and it was installed soon after that.
Highways. The Clerk had a meeting with Mr Barry Pearce, our new Highways Supervisor for Bwlch and Cwmdu on 20th July 2018. He went around the Council area with him pointing out various problems that needed fixing. These included :- The pinchpoint near the new houses in Bwlch has the priority sign which is difficult to see because of the overhanging trees. The wall by the footpath to the Gate Shop has brambles overhanging the wall which does not look very safe. The sign for Llangorse is badly sited as lots of traffic turn into Buckland Drive rather than the correct turning for Llangorse. These points were also reported by email on 16 July 2018. The Clerk is to check on these points and report them again if necessary.
Correspondence

1. Email 5th October 2018 Crickhowell Town Council with the details of the Remembrance Sunday Service on 11th November 2018.
2. Email 15th October 2018 with a poster publicising the Community Council Remembrance Wreath which will be laid at the Bwlch Memorial on Sunday 11th November 2018 at 1100hrs.

3.  Letter 9th October 2018 Brecon Advice Centre with thanks for the Community Council donation of £100.

4. Letter 1st October 2018 (Received 7th October 2018) Citizens Advice Powys asking for financial assistance. Not approved.

5.  Email 24th October 2018 Powys War Memorial Project is running until October 2015. There is a change of Project Officer with details on the email.
6.  Email 25th October 2018 Chairman Civic Society asking for a response to the Landfill Disposals Tax. 

7. Email 25th October 2018 with the latest edition of the NHS 111 Wales telephone number in Powys Stakeholder bulletin.

8. Email 25th October 2018 Planning Aid Wales Introduction to Planning Course on Wednesday 28t November 2018 1730 – 2030hrs at Llandrindod Wells.
9.  Email October 2018 PAVO Annual Conference and AGM on 13th November 2018 in Newtown.

10.Email 26th October 2018 One Voice Wales with details of Welsh Government Job Vacancies.

11.Email 29th October 2018 with a thank you letter from the Discover Llangorse and Bwlch Group for the cheque of £50 towards the cost of the Grapevine.

12.Email 29th October 2018 with safety information from Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service for Bonfire Night. 

13.Email 29th October 2018 from PAVO with information relevant to the role of a Trustee.

14.Email 29th October 2018 One Voice Wales October 2018 Newsletter.

15.Email 29th October 2018 Crickhowell Town Council with a strongly worded complaint to Cllr Mrs Rosemarie Harris about the payments to the CEO of PCC. The Clerk was to write to the Crickhowell Town Council with a letter supporting their letter to PCC.
16.Email 23rd October 2018 Crickhowell Town Council with details of Community Christmas Tree Competition and late night shopping on 6th December 2018.

17.Email 1st November 2018 Cllr Mrs K Silk with details of a PCC consutation for garden waste on the following website – https://customer.powys.gov.uk/rubbishandrecycling to be sent to all Councillors.
18.Email 19th October 2018 Crickhowell Town Council with details of a petition to the Welsh Assembly asking for the restrictions on the layby at the Eastern Approach to Crickhowell to be lifted. To be sent to all Councillors.

The Clerk had sent all the Councillors a list of emails/ letters received from 2nd to 24th October 2018 for their information and to avoid having to print out correspondence that was not urgent.
Planning
 1. Planning Application – 18/16345/FUL – 06/08/2018 – “Provision of glazed enclosure to existing external eating area to provide improved shop / cafe facilities and to allow greater flexibility in the products sold, currently restricted by conditions 13 and 15 of 06/00052/FUL and to allow for a 50/50% Split A1/A3 use.” At Middlewood Farm, Bwlch. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 06/09/2018 with the Council’s comments. BBNPA letter dated 19/10/2018 gave permission for this development.
2.  Planning Application – 18/16678/FUL – 10/10/2018 – “Proposed separation of annex from host dwelling to form separate dwelling” at Studio At Castle Cottage, Cathedine. A reply was required by 31/10/2018, however the Planning Office agreed an extension until 01/11/2018. The Clerk paid £5.50 for the A3 size plans to be sent to the Council to assist with the consultation. The Clerk was to reply with the Councils comments by email on 01/11/2018.
3.  Planning Application – 18/16652/FUL – 22/10/2018 – “Change of roof on agricultural barn, from mono pitch to dual pitch.” At Ty Neuadd, Cwmdu. A reply is required by 12/11/2018. The Clerk paid £3.50 for the A3 size plans to be sent to the Council to assist with the consultation.
4.  Appeal Ref: APP/P9502/C/18/3195550 against enforcement order number ENF/17/01747/MCUP1 dated 15/01/2018 concerning land at Ty Gwelt, Cilfaenor, Cwmdu. Inspector’s decision dated 22/10/2018 stated that subject to a correction in the enforcement order the appeal is allowed and the enforcement order is quashed.

5. There was a query about the planning application at Coed Y Bryn, Bwlch. The application was dated 17/11/2017 and the Council sent its comments on 08/12/2017. The Clerk wrote on 16/07/2018 to find out what the delay was in providing a result to the applicant but the Council had not yet had a reply. The Clerk is to write again to ask for the result.
Accounts
1.Steve Morris Grass Cutting Contract - £960.00 (VAT - £160.00)

2.War Memorial Restoration Company – Lettering - £4342.80 (VAT - £723.80)

3.RBL Poppy Appeal – 2 wreaths - £34.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and Seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block.  Carried.
4. Mandates to delete six Councillors who had resigned from the account and to add three new Councillors as signatories on to the Council’s account had to be signed. The Clerk would deliver them to Nat West in Abergavenny. The new signatories had to complete individual banking forms and take them to the bank with proof of identification. The new Councillors to be added as authorised signatories are: Cllrs Mrs L Doggett, Mrs S O’Brien and J Williams. The Clerk is to take a copy of the 4th October 2018 minutes, which had been confirmed and signed to Nat West so that they could action the changes in signatories.
5. The precept for 2019 was to be decided as the PCC letter would be received soon. The estimated expenditure for 2019 is £12690.85 to include the recommendations from the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales to pay Councillors for expenses and for care if required. The Clerk recommended a precept of £12000.00 for 2019.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs L Doggett and Seconded by Cllr Mrs JE Block . Carried.

6. Bank Balance  -  £4114.33  –  Council - £2776.49  Section 106  Grant Money  - £4000.00 less Legal fees £1025.00 Donation to Bwlch Village Hall - £1000.00 – Playing Fields and Allotment Rent - £225.00 Bwlch Playground - £1750 Balance - NIL. The War Memorial restoration fund stands at £1337.84.

Council - £2776.49    War Memorial - £1337.84    =  £4114.33   Section 106 Grant Money – NIL balance.
Playing Fields and Allotments
An email from Lee Wright at the Welsh Academy of Art in Cwmdu has asked the Council for permission to move the wooden structure in the playing fields to the children’s school in Llangattock. There was a long discussion about this and a previous request to move the wooden structure when the Cwmdu School closed was mentioned. The decision not to move it at that time was made by Powys County Council as it was classed as PCC property. It was decided that the Clerk should write and inform the PCC property manager of the request to move the wooden structure. The Clerk read out the reply from PCC and it confirmed that the Council’s lease included the outdoor shelter and it informed the Council that it was not advisable to move the structure, which was quite a few years old.
It was proposed that the outdoor shelter should remain in the playing fields for the use of the community.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs JE Block and seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting. Carried.

The outdoor shelter was in urgent need of repair to the roof. The Council had been given a price of £600.00 to refelt the roof which needed doing before the winter set in.

It was proposed that the Council pay £600.00 to have the outdoor shelter roof refelted.

Proposed by Cllr J Williams and seconded by Cllr FJ Morgan. Carried.

The Clerk was to write to Lee Wright at the school of art to inform him of the Council’s decision and arrange for the roof to be refelted.
The Clerk was to send the cheque for the grass cutting contract and to ask the contractor about pruning the tree which was causing damage to the sheds and also about trimming the long hedge between the playing fields and Art School garden. He was to ask for a meeting at the playing fields to discuss the arrangements and cost.
Bwlch War Memorial

The lettering works to the Bwlch War memorial had been completed. The Clerk has received the bill from the War Memorial Restoration Company for £4342.80, which leaves a balance in the fund of £1337.84.

A letter from the Project Officer, Terry Sinnett had the necessary paperwork for CADW which the Clerk signed as well and sent off by recorded delivery on 23rd October 2018. The paperwork included a request for more grant funding from CADW and copies of photographs of the completed restoration work including the lettering. There is also mention of a Management and Maintenance Plan with an up to date Condition Survey. He also informed the Council that the company will return to correct the error in the letters.

Council Vacancies for Bwlch and Tretower
A candidate came forward to be a Community Councillor for Bwlch. Mr Simon Brookes was unanimously co-opted to be a Community Councillor for the Bwlch Ward of the Cwmdu and District Community Council. The Clerk wrote and informed him and invited him to the November meeting, however he was unable to attend and sent his apologies and informed the Clerk that he would be at the December meeting when he could sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
There is still a vacancy for the Tretower Ward and Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting had someone in mind and would make some enquiries.
Meeting Closed at 2030Hrs

